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MILITARY LETTERS OF CAPTAIN JOSEPH 
SHIPPEN OF THE PROVINCIAL SERVICE, 
1756-1758. 

(Continued from p. 378.) 

Camp at M°Keb's Stoke 2 d June 1756. 
Deae Beothee. 

As I don't know when I shall have the pleasure of 
writ 8 a line to you again, I take this leisure hour to give 
you some Acco* of our situation before we proceed further 
on our march. 'Tis about a fortnight ago Cap* Work 
with a Detachment of 100 men was sent from Harris's 
to take Post at this place; the Col° joined him two days 
ago with about the same number, and last night Cap* 
Lloyd & I arrived here. I suppose we have in this camp 
about 2/3 de of the Regiment; and I expect Major Burd 
here with the remainder from Harris's in 2 or 3 days. 
Our Battoes are employed every day in bringing the 
Provisions & Stores from Harris's, as we have but 15 
finished yet, we constantly send them back (as soon as 
they are unloaded) to Major Burd. The carpenters are 
still at work on more of them, and I hope will compleat 
their business before the River falls too much. It is so 
low now, that I believe we shall march from hence this 
week, tho' we yet want more than 150 blankets & several 
other things necessary for the men. We could not pos- 
Voi.. xxxn.— 25 (385) 
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sibly move from Harris's before this time for several 
reasons. We were entirely destitute of Blankets till very 
lately, & the men obliged to lay out in the cold dew with- 
out any covering or shelter, w eh obliged 15 or 20 of them 
to desert. The Arms too are as bad as you can conceive 
them to be, one fourth of them split with single proof, 
the locks are of the lowest price & continually out of 
order, so that we shall be obliged to take W m Henry with 
us to repair them from time to time, tho' he has already 
taken a great deal of pains to rectifie them, & bore & 
straiten the Barrels. 

We have indeed had lately sent up to us about 150 
excellent short light arms w ch came in Meshard, & I 
think the Comm rs ought to send us up 200 or 300 more 
of the same sort, & then order us to throw our Philad a 
Arms into the middle of Susquehannah. The Province, 
I am very sensible, would be a great gainer by it. 

You'll excuse my confused manner of writing as it is 
late at night. Perhaps in months time I may find matter, 
for a letter more worth your notice. Be assured; Brother 
that you are ever dear to me, & remember me affection- 
ately to Sister Peggy & the little ones. I would beg my 
Complim* 8 to Mrs. Francis & Family, & Mr. Lawrence 
Coxe & theirs & all my relations, as if particularly named. 
Willing, D r Shippen, J. Shippen & theirs &c. Col° Clap- 
ham & Cap* Lloyd desire their Complim* 8 to you. 

Adieu, I am 
Your very affect e Bro r 

Joseph Shippen J r 

To EDW d Shippen Jr. Esq r , in Philad a 

Camp at Rob* Armstrong's 10 th June 1756. 
Dear Sir. 

We arrived here safely last Sunday afternoon with 5 
companies, leaving Major Burd & Cap* Lloyd with the 
other three at M c Kee's Store, and we expect them up in 
a few days. I have very little leisure time to write, being 
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continually engaged with the Col as Secretary to him 
in Cap* Lloyd's absence. 

2 partys of our Scouts are returned, & an Ind n from 
gr Tffm Johnson with them, but we all under our Parole 
of Honour, not to communicate to our Friends any part 
of the intelligence they bring, till the Governor is acquaint- 
ed with it, to whom the Col° will immediately write after 
our Conference with the Ind n is over. You'll therefore 
excuse me from saying any more. 

The Col desires you'll accept this as a joint letter 
from him & myself, to return you thanks for all your 
favours and to assure you of his great Friendship for 
you. He wants to give you an order on the Commis- 
sioners to be paid for the expences for the Regim* if you'll 
send me an Acco* of the same by the return of M r W m 
Henry or the first opportunity, I will mention it to the 
Col . We are erecting a Fort here for a Magazine of 
Provisions, but when we are to move higher is not yet 
known. The Governor is not yet informed of anything 
I write to you. 

The Col & Cap* Lloyd desire their Complim* 3 to you. 

I am with love to all at home 

Your affec e & dut. son 

Joseph Shippen J r . 

Camp at Shamokin, 10 th July 1756, 

Saturday. 
Honoured Sir. 

I had the pleasure to write to you last on the 1 st inst. 
when we left Fort Halifax and I now rejoice to inform 
you that we all arrived at this place with safety on 
Tuesday afternoon last, without seeing an enemy, tho' 
I am convinced we did not march unobserved by them. 
We discovered every day a great number of Indian 
tracks & several fresh Encampments at some distance 
from the road, from whence we had not the least doubt 
of being attacked some where on our march, but we were 
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under no apprehensions of danger on that acco* as we 
proceeded along with great regularity & caution, having 
a well concerted line of march, such as would prevent us 
from being surprized or surrounded. The whole body- 
extended in length from front to rear a mile & a half & 
consisted of an advanced party, a van guard of 25 men, 
the provosts guard, the main body & a rear guard, each 
party from the other at the distance of 100, & 200 yds. 
and every man five yards from another marching always 
in one Indian file, each party having its own Wing 
Guards 150 yds. distance on the right or left flank as we 
marched on the East or West side of the River. The 
Fleet of Battoes always under the escort of the main 
body. Our several Encampments from Fort Halifax 
were as follows. On the 1 st July at Berry's Place, the 
next day we crossed the River here & marched 3 miles 
to Barber's House, on the 3 d to Mahotongo 6 miles, on 
the 4 th to Chas. Williams 6 miles; on the 5 th 12 miles to 
the Falls (opposite the mouth of Shamokin Creek) where 
we arrived at 8 o'clock. The Colonel prudently judged 
that if we pitched here, the Indians seeing our fire from 
Shamokin would dispute our passage of the River in the 
morning & perhaps obtain a compleat victory over us. 
He therefore determined in order to frustrate any design 
of that we should cross the River in the night & take 
possession of the ground on the east side, in w oh we suc- 
ceeded without opposition, having got all the Troops 
Provisions & Baggage over by 4 o'clock in the morning; 
we were then but two miles from Shamokin & that the 
men might rest from their fatigue, we did not decamp 
till near 2 o'clock, but sent a little before us a scouting 
party to reconnoitre the ground. 

We seated ourselves here about 3 o'clock and before 
night were encircled by a Fascine Breastwork of Brush. 
We have been since employed in laying out the Fort, 
falling the trees round about us & hawling the logs, we 
have already erected within the lines of the Fort two 
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Houses 11 logs high for Barracks for soldiers each 30 
feet by 25. We are persuaded that a few Ind ns are ob- 
serving our motions daily from several circumstances, 
but we constantly keep a good guard & look out. It is 
now 9 o'clock p.m. & this moment I received your favour 
of the 27 th ulto. & 2 d ins* with the paper, for w oh I am very 
thankful. 

Mr. Burd & I have talked upon the subject respecting 
the Royal American Regim*, & he did not hesitate a 
moment, after reading your & my Brother's letters, to 
say he would chearfully accept of such a Commission as 
you mention if it may be obtained for him. It would 
also be very agreeable to me to be fixed in the same 
Regiment, tho' I don't expect any of our officers (if this 
Regiment should be broken) will be promoted in that 
way (except Mr. Burd) which we shall think very hard 
upon us, because most of us have put ourselves out of 
the way of other business for the sake of entering into 
this service. 

Mr. Burd writes to you & Neddy by Mr. Croyston 
this express, by whom the Col° sends his letters to the 
Gov r informing him of our arrival here &c. 

The Col & Cap* Lloyd desire their Complim* 8 to you 
& I would beg mine to all Friends in Lancaster, partic- 
ularly my love to Mammy, Sister & all our good family. 
I am with great Esteem. 
Sir, 
Your very affectionate & dutiful Son 

Joseph Shippen. 

Camp at Shamokin 13 th July 1756. 
Sie. 

As M r Young the Commissary of Musters will give 
you money for the Payment of your Company I beg you 
will stop for me £3, 7, 6, out the Pay of the five Men, 
mentioned in the inclosed Acco* & agreeable to the 
several payments I made them, at & after the time of 
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their Enlistment, which Sums was in part of their Pay. 
And you may charge them in your Book as so much 
paid them. 

Henry Hown is a servant to George Gier for whom I 
have engaged to stop half of Hown's Pay, I having an 
order under Hown's hand for that purpose, I hope there- 
fore you will keep in your hands half his Pay from the 
time of his enlistment to the Day you pay him up to. 
Your compliance in this will oblige your Friend & hum e 
Serv' 

Joseph Shippen. 

To Cap t Math w Miles, At Fort Halifax. 

Camp at Shamokin 25 th July 1756. 
HoN d Sik. 

Your agreeable Fav" of the 15 th & 16 th Inst, came to 
hand 3 days ago. I would have wrote to you by Cap* 
Lloyd but he did not determine to go by the way of 
Lancaster till he had got ready to sett off, however, he 
told me he had left all the Papers, w ch he carried down 
with him open for your particular perusa 1 , by w oh you 
might know the occasion of his going to Philad a & that 
he might take your Letter about the roan Mare at Fort 
Halifax, and in Consequence of it spoke to Taffe about 
her several Times, & at last he told him he had written 
to his Wife to send you the mare, as he would not chuse 
to let you have her without his Wife's consent, but we 
entirely forgot to mention this in our Letters to you, and 
we thought you must have rec'd the mare, till you in- 
formed us of the Contrary in your present Letter. We 
had a long Conversation with Taffe yesterday about this 
affair and he assured us that he would ride the Mare 
down to Lancaster in 2 or 3 days when he would settle 
the affair with yourself, he says the Mare cost him £25. 
T am sorry to hear by several persons that the Col° has 
lost so much Ground in Philad a with regard to his Con- 
duct in the March & Management of the Regiment, 
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since I am convinced he has acted very prudently in that 
respect, but as to his Behaviour to his officers I can say 
nothing, tho' in that he is much complained of here by 
them. Indeed I cant help saying that I think he has not 
shewn that Regard to M r Burd, which was due to him in 
his Station as Major of the Regimen*, in not consulting 
with him upon any Occasion, or acquainting him with 
his Intentions at any time, but keeping them a Secret 
from him till he was abo* to put them into Execution. 
Please to let these hints be sub rosa, as I would not write 
of them, but for your particular Information on any acco*. 

We have been going on very briskly with our Works 
since we have been here so that we have now 7 or 8 
Houses nearly finished for Soldiers Barracks, and are 
compleatly stockaded round our whole Camp, making 
almost a semi-circle each end of w ch terminates on the 
River above & below us. The Houses are so situate as 
to serve for Bastions to defend & flank every part of the 
Stockade. The finishing of these Works we thought 
absolutely necessary for our security, till we had erected 
the Fort & built the Barracks. 

Our situation here is extreamly pleasant we have a view 
up both Branches of the River which with the adjacent 
Country form a pretty prospect, tho' I must confess it is 
a little intercepted on the opposite side by the Hill w ch 
(I think with you) may be some disadvantage to us in 
our Fort, if the ascent on the other side is so gradual that 
the French can carry up Cannon or Mortar pieces, but 
how this is I am yet at a loss to know. But I am very 
well convinced that neither Muskets nor Rifles can hurt 
us from that bill. 

Last Friday a Detachment of 100 picked Men under 
Cap* Worke accompanied by Cap* Jameson three Lieu* 8 
& two Ensigns were sent out from hence on a Scout abo* 
50 Miles up the West Branch, & I expect their Return 
the latter End of this Week. I thank you for your Caution 
to us against venturing too far into the Woods without 
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a Guard, we all seem sensible of the Danger of it, and 
therefore do carefully avoid it. Cap* M c Kee bro* here 
Ind na Tagrea, old Ogaghradariha & 4 Conestogo Ind ns 
on Thursday last. I enclose you the Key of the Scrutore 
in the back Parlour. 

July 28 th 1756. 

Thus far I had gone in my Letter on the 25 th when the 
Col called me off to write Letters for him to Sir W m 
Johnson & M r Dan 1 Claus of the Ind n Ogaghradariha 
inclosing them his speech to the Col at the Conference 
at Armstrongs & the Gov ra Answer to it as also the Plans 
of the Forts Halifax & Augusta. We finished those Let- 
ters last night & the old man setts off this Morning with 
them on his Return to the Mohawks country. 

Last Night I was agreeably favoured with Yours of 
the 21 st Inst, and rejoice at the Good News of the Del- 
awares & Shawanese taking up the Hatchet against the 
French, but I am affraid this wants Confirmation, since 
we know that they are daily committing acts of Hostili- 
ties at this very time upon us along the Frontiers of 
Cumberland. 

I much doubt whether the Governor will pass the 
Assembly's Bill for a grant of £40,000, as I understand 
they have clogged it with a Tax on the Proprietor's 
Lands as they did the former one. But I should be sorry 
if it don't succeed, because otherwise the Provincial 
Troops must be disbanded for want of Pay, and the 
Province left wholly defenceless, at a time when the 
Encroachments of the Enemy make it necessary for us 
to collect all our Force against them. 

What the Event of Things will be at last, I have not 
prophetical Spirit sufficient to foretell, But publick affairs 
at this time don't seem to be carried on with much Unan- 
imity, between His Honour the G r, Ass -y & 

Com r's, who I suppose are at Variance with one an- 
other. But I must break off here & only hint that your 
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own Judgment will lead you to keep private those things 
I have mentioned that you think ought not to be publick. 

The Col thanks you for Your kind Lett r & desires his 
Complim ta to You, & frequently says he will absolutely 
resign his Commission & be in Philad a very soon. 

I am with my Love to Mammy, Sister & Brother 
Neddy (who I imagine will be at Lancaster when this 
reaches you,) & all the Good Family. 

Sir Your affectionate & dutiful son 
Joseph Shippen J r 

P.S. The Party of 100 men returned 2 days ago on 
Acco* of the great Rains they had, so that they could 
not effect any thing if they had proceeded. 

Fort Augusta 21 st Aug* 1756. 
Dear Sra. 

On the 19 th Inst, in the Evening I had the pleasure to 
receive three Packetts containing your Letters of the l 8t 
8 th & 14 th Inst, with the several News Papers, all which 
demand my hearty thanks & claim some apology from me. 

Your Goodness in writing to me so often, I have made 
use of to reflect justly upon myself for my neglect in 
that Respect. But unfortunately for me whenever an 
opportunity has offered I have always been engaged in 
writ 8 Letters for the Col° to the Gov & others as his Aid 
de Camp in the Absence of Cap* Lloyd. 

Mr. Burd & I made several objections to the Remon- 
strance which was sent to the Governor, but Cap* Lloyd, 
by I know not what Arguments, got so much the better 
of us as to persuade us to sign it w oh we have since often 
repented of, for my part I never intend to resign my 
Commission while my Country was in Danger & I had 
it in my Power to do it any Service. Neither Mr. Burd 
nor I in the least doubted of the Certainty of our Pay, 
and indeed we should not have consented to subscribe a 
Petition for Liberty to resign, but with a view to preserve 
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Harmony & Friendship with the Col° & the other officers 
without which no Corps can subsist long to any good 
purpose. 

Your arguments advice on this head in y r long Letter 
of the l 3t Inst, are both just & good & altogether agree- 
able to the Major & me. And we are determined to 
observe them with all the Strictness due to the Dictates 
of a kind Father, to whom We owe the greatest Love. 
We are sorry we had not an opportunity to consult with 
you before Cap* Lloyd went to Philad a . 

We shall not apply for a Furlough till we see that all 
things are settled upon a good Footing & then if both of 
us cannot be spared at one time M r Burd will consent to 
stay here that I may go with you to Philad a in September. 
As we expect Capt. Lloyd here tomorrow, I shall then be 
better able to judge of these Things. We take the Barks 
I bro* with me every morn g & have hitherto escaped all 
Symptoms of the Fever & Ague. We are glad to hear of 
the Recovery of Peggy & Billey Allen & hope your Lett r 
to their Father may meet with the intended Success. I 
will now give you some Acco* of our Situation since the 
1 st August. 

On the 31 st Ulto. having but a small Quantity of Flour 
in Store, the Col detached off Lieut. Plunket & a Party 
of 25 men with ten Battoes to Harris's for a Supply. 
But we have heard nothing of their Return on the 7 th 
Inst, agreeable to our expectations, at which time we 
had no more Flour than sufficient to serve the Regiment 
2}4 Days. We were then under some apprehensions that 
M r Plunket with the Battoes were beat back or cutt off 
by the Enemy, from a Report of two men who were sent 
to hunt for Horses they informed us that they discovered 
the Tracks of about 30 Ind ns on Mahoney taking a Course 
from the River up the Creek, about the time we supposed 
the Battoes were coming up. We feared too, as the River 
was low & falling, that it would be a long time before we 
could get a supply of Flour. The Col° therefore in this 
necessity concluded to keep a Garrison here of only 100 
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men with a Determination to maintain this Post to the 
last extremity, and to send the Major with the remainder 
of the Regiment to Fort Halifax or further down, that 
they might be in a capacity to support themselves & 
furnish us with Provisions. But he was happily disap- 
pointed of making use of that Expedient, by the Return 
of the Battoes with 50 Bar' 3 Flour the next Morning 
(the 8 th Inst) about an hour before the Major was to 
march. 

Of all these things the Col° informed the Gov r by his 
Lett 1 dated the 10 th Inst. 

On the 11 th day Cap* Jameson with his whole Company 
(who are now in Garrison at Fort Halifax) escorted 12 
more Battoes to Hunters for another Embarkation of 
Flour. But on our receiving Intelligence that Fort 
Granville was taken by 500 French & Indians & that the 
Enemy were very numerous at Franks Town & coming 
down with a Design to fall upon us. The Col imagined 
they might by this time have posted themselves along 
the River in order to interrupt our Communication & 
harass our Provision Battoes, and therefore dispatched 
a Messenger on the 14 th Inst, to Capt. Jameson & ordered 
him not to suffer the Battoes to venture up, but to re- 
main at Hunters till further orders, and that he should 
hire some Horses there & load them with Powder, lead, 
round Shott & other warlike Stores & Rum if those 
things were arrived at Harris's from Philad a , We having 
at that time no more Powder than 4 half-Barrels for the 
whole Regiment & Cannon. 

At the same time the Col° wrote to the Gov r of these 
Transactions & for a supply of ammunition & other neces- 
saries, as he did in his Letter of the 10 th & since. T'other 
Day Cap* Jameson sent us a quarter Cask Powder w oh 
he bought of Jn° Carson, & kept another for his own 
Garrison at Halifax. And Yesterday M r Burd rec'd a 
letter from W m Galbreath Com y at Harris acquainting 
him that six half Bar' 3 Powder was arrived there for the 
Regim*, this gave us new Spirits, for when this Ammuni- 
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tion comes up, we hope to be able to stand our Ground 
against any Body of Indians & French that may be ex- 
pected will attack us. Our Fort being now in great 
forwardness in a good posture of Defence. Last night 
7 or 8 Battoemen on Horseback were sent to Halifax 
whom (with as many more) Cap* Janieson was ordered 
to send back to escort Cap* Lloyd here, but when they 
had got within 4 miles of M c Kee's Place they found a 
man lying in the Road shott & scalped his Scull split 
open & one of the Provincial Tomahawks sticking in his 
private parts, we suppose he was sent Express upon here 
from Capt. Lloyd. The men immediately returned here 
at noon, to bring us the News, and this afternoon the 
Col° dispatched a Party of 50 to Halifax for an Escort to 
Cap* Lloyd. 

With regards to what you say about transporting Pro- 
visions to us on Horseback you'll see we perfectly agree 
in Sentiments; by the following paragraph out of the 
Col 08 Letter of the 14 th Inst, to the Gov 1 viz*. 

"The present method of supplying this Garrison by 
water is so uncertain, that some quick Expedient should 
be fallen upon to engage a number of Pack horses into the 
Service which may transport our Provisions at all times 
of the Year by the way of Tulpehocken, or any other that 
may be thought more convenient. Our Battoes during 
the Winter season must lay by, -so that it will be neces- 
sary that three or four months Provisions should be 
stored up here in the Fall for the support of this Garrison 
till the Spring." I have not rec'd y r Lett 1 in w oh you say 
was inclosed along one for the Col 

I here send you the Examination I took of a Young 
man, who has been among the Ind na above six months & 
made his Escape to this place on the 14 th Inst. I have 
now only to assure you, Mammy Sister & All the Family 
of M r Burd's & My Love, & am with Esteem 
Sir, 

Your affect e & dut. Son 

Joseph Shippen. 
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Fort Augusta Septem r 3 d 1756. 
Dear Sir. 

My last Letter was dated the 23 d Ulto. w oh I sent down 
by the Party of 48 Men that went a few days ago to rein- 
force Cap* Lloyd's Escort, but they met him about 20 
Miles from hence on his way up & brought the Letter 
back, & I now send it with him. Last Sunday James 
Pattin a Soldier of my Company & Servant to James 
Pagan of Martick Township Lancaster Co ty happened 
to go to a Spring about a mile from the Fort without Arms 
(contrary to the orders given out) was shott by an Indian 
through the Body & scalped & his Scull split open in 
several places by a Tomahawk. Two Parties of 50 men 
each were immediately sent in pursuit of the Enemy but 
lost their Tracks on the Mountain, they discovered the 
Marks where two Indians had been sitting on the side 
of the Hill in the Bushes about 15 Yards from the Spring. 

Every Morning before Sun-rise a Party of 50 Men goes 
out to reconnoitre the Ground for a mile & a half round 
the Fort, they take different Routs every time & march 
at the Distance of 6 or 7 Yards apart & all a Breast in 
one rank entire, so as to sweep a large space of Ground, 
they have several Mornings discovered Beds among the 
Leaves where small parties of Indians have been. 

We are of opinion now that the Indians will bend their 
force towards us & endeavour to interrupt our Communi- 
cation with the Inhabitants by forming ambuscades for 
our Parties that escort Provisions. This seems the more 
probable to us as we have received the disagreeable 
Intelligence that Cumberland County is wholly evacu- 
ated, which has given the Enemy Room to take an entire 
possession of the River Susquehannah, from whence they 
may with the more Ease continue their cruel acts of 
Hostility. We are now in such preparation with our 
Fort & other Works that I am persuaded we can make a 
compleat Stand against any Body of French & Indians 
that may design an attack [upon] us, except they form a 
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regular Siege with Cannon, provided we are well stocked 
with Provisions. We have now in Store Flour sufficient 
to serve the Regiment 16 Days & Beef & Pork enough to 
last 20 Days, besides three & thirty Head of Cattle. 
Cap* Lloyd arrived here safe on Wednesday Night & 
escorted up the Cattle about half the above mentioned 
Flour, Powder, Lead, granade Shells, and round Shott 
for the Cannon & 330 of Grape Shott. I informed you 
in my last of the Quantity of Ammunition we had before 
this timely supply arrived. 

I had the pleasure to receive your Letter of the 6 th 
Aug* (inclos g one to the Col°) & the 17 th Idem & thank 
you for the good news of Admiral Byng's Victory over the 
French Fleet, w eh I hope will soon be confirmed to us & 
that Gallissonicre may be rendered incapable of relieving 
the Duke de Richelieus' Army, if the brave General 
Blakeney is so fortunate as to oblige them to raise the 
Siege. All the News Papers to the 12 th Aug* are come to 
hand. I agree with you that it was scandalous thing to 
leave the Gully near Fort Granville just as Nature left 
it, for if Cap* Ward had made the right Improvement of 
the Bank it would have been of great Service to the 
Garrison rather than the Contrary, he had time enough 
since March (when M r Burd left that Fort) to have sloped 
it away in form of a Glacis so that their Arms from the 
Fort might have had the Command of the Gully & swept 
away all that attempted to come up the Bank. M r Burd 
was not long enough there to finish the Fort & do the 
necessary work at the Bank too. We have & Party of 
men constantly employed at digging & regulating the 
Bank of the River at this Fort & in a little time it will 
be a good Glacis. 

I now enclose you a Draught of Fort Augusta & our 
other Works, w ch I made to'ther Day from actual Men- 
suration & Survey, which if you please, you may transmit 
to Cousin Allen as I know from his Regard for the Publick 
Welfare will give him a satisfaction to see the Progress 
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made at Shamokin, Our Fort is well built, being made of 
the largest Logs we could find for a mile round, and neatly 
Dove tailed at all the Corners, it is now carried up eleven 
feet & the few other Logs to compleat it will be put up 
next week the men are now employed in making the 
Platforms & mounting the Cannon three of w oh are al- 
ready mounted besides 2 Swivels & 2 Blunderbusses. 
My Love to Mammy, Sister, Mrs. Gray & All the Family 
I am your affectionate & dutiful Son 

J. Shippen. 

Fort Augusta Sept r 4 th 1756. 
Dear Sir. 

I am very sorry, to find by your Letter of the 17 th 
Ulto. that M r Burd's & my signing the Paper sent by 
Col° Clapham & Subalterns to the Governor Gives so 
much Uneasiness to one of our best Friends Cousin 
Allen. I must confess we acted a wrong part in doing a 
thing so contrary to our Judgments, & we have condemned 
ourselves for it a thousand times. But I have the secret 
satisfaction to think that neither M r Burd nor myself 
had the least Intention to give any Affront to our good 
Friend the Gov r to whom we are both under great obli- 
gation for our Promotions, nor am I convinced that 
either of us in particular have had any reason to make a 
Complaint of the Commissioners to the Governor. Those 
Gentlemen never did us any wrong, & if the Col° & the 
Subalterns have not received as much Pay as they ex- 
pected, it is no Concern of ours. M r Burd never doubted 
of the certainty of his Pay as Major, and for my Part I 
had nothing to receive or expect, for which Reasons I 
acknowledge we committed a great Fauspas in subscrib- 
ing our Names to a Remonstrance to the Governor, 
which nothing could have induced us to contenanoe in 
that Manner in the Confusion among the Officers at that 
time, but the Persuasions of those that originally en- 
couraged it, and a view to preserve a Harmony & Friend- 
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ship in the Corps. I could mention some particular 
Matters on this Subject, but Prudence forbids me to 
trust them to the uncertainty of a Letter in these pre- 
carious times. I hope however our Friends in Philad a 
will be good enough to suspend their opinions concerning 
the Conduct of the Major & Myself, till we have the 
pleasure to see them in person, when I flatter myself we 
shall be able to exculpate ourselves in some Measure. 
We have been ever resolved to stand our Ground while 
the Regiment is kept up & not to forsake the Cause of 
the bleeding Country from any Mercenary Motives. I 
have now only to refer you to my Letters of the 23 d Ulto. 
& 4 th Inst. 

And am with much Esteem 
Dear Sir 

Your dutiful & Affectionate son 

Joseph Shippbn Jr 

A Paragraph of my Letter of 3 d Sep tr 1756. 

I agree with you that it would not be prudent at this 
time on several acco ts for the Major & me to go to pay 
you a visit & I shall decline any thoughts of it till we see 
how the affairs of the Regiment turn out & must be con- 
tented with the Expectation of hav g the pleasure to see 
you some time before Winter sets in. 

Fort Augusta 24 Sept r 1756. 
D r & HON d Sie. 

Your Favours of the 22 d & 31 st Aug* & 5 th & 9 th Inst. 
I received p Major Burd who arrived here safe on Sunday 

the with his Detachment, & escorted up 120 Horse 

Load of Flour, Ammunition & Stores, when we had 
only two Barrels of the former remaining for the whole 
Garrison, we have now in store about 13000 Flour w ch 
will last us three weeks, & 7000 Powder with a good pro- 
portion of Lead. When the Major was sent down to 
Hunters it was imagined he would have found a large 
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Quantity of Flour there ready for him, but in this he 
was disappointed the Mill not having been able to grind 
from the great Scarcity of Water, and was therefore 
under the necessity of sending for Flour as far as Sam. 
Scott's & other Mills in Lancaster County. The Incon- 
venience of procuring it at so great a Distance & hir 8 an 
additional number of Horses necessarily delayed the 
Major longer than he intended, However he succeeded 
so well as to return in eleven Days after he marched 
from hence with a supply of Flour far exceeding our 
Expectations. Notwithstanding all this, the Colonel 
ordered Capt. Lloyd as soon as the Major arrived to 
acquaint him that the Col would not see him, the Major 
obeyed in not waiting upon him. Lloyd agreed with us 
that it was very strange Conduct in the Col to condemn 
the Major without hearing the Reasons of his Delay or 
giving him an Opportunity to justify himself. The next 
day the Col° by the persuasions of Cap* Lloyd sent his 
Complim ts to the Major & desired his Company to drink 
a Glass of Wine with him, when the Major fully satisfyed 
him as to his Conduct in every respect, and the Col has 
since shewn more Complaisance to him. I need not tell 
you I am thankful for your frequent Letters & the Cur- 
rent news you always furnish us with. We were extreamly 
alarmed at the melancholly acco* of the Loss of Oswego, 
the most important Fortress to us of any on the frontiers 
of the middle British Colonies. We live in hopes of 
hearing still a more favorable acco* of its Garrison, than 
that they are all put to the Sword except 150, w ch we 
can hardly credit. I wrote you before of our Situation, 
and we are still carrying on every thing necessary for our 
better security with great Briskness. Our Well is finished. 
The Day before Yesterday arrived here Dan 1 M°Mullen 
& Tho s Moffat who escaped from the Indians 13 days 
ago on the head Branches of this River, the one was 

taken prisoner in Decern. last from Cap* Hartleys 

Plantation at the Minisinks by 15 Delaware Ind n8 , the 
Vol. xxxvi. — 26 
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other from the Glass House in N. York Province, they 
have lived chiefly among the Mohawks, who used them 
well. River is still as low as ever, so that we are obliged 
to keep Parties going continually to the Inhabitants to 
escort our Provisions on Horses, Cap* Saltar will march 
in a few minutes with a Party of 50 Men to escort up 30 
Barrels of Flour left at Hunters by the Major. My love 
to Mammy & C. if you're in Philad" when this reaches 
you please to rememb r my Love to Bro r , Sis* Peggy & 
the Children, & D r Shippen & Family & other Relations. 
I am w th Great Esteem . 

S r Your aff e & dut. Son 

J. S. 

Foet Aug* 8 5 th Oct r 1756. 
Dear & HoN d Sir. 

I received the favour of y r Letter of 18 th Ulto. with 
the Papers giving us the very disagreeable news of the 
Surrender of S r Philips Castle to the French & the un- 
successful Engagement of Admiral Byng with Galliso- 
mere's Fleet. These things added to our losses, bad 
Fortune in America must give a severe shock to every 
true Briton. But I hope Publick affairs will take a more 
favourable turn & give us better prospect of success for 
the future. Since I wrote you on the 24 th Ulto. The 
Major & I have enjoyed our healths extremely well, tho' 
I must confess we have not been so happy in respect 
to the C 's Behaviour towards us. The great Cold- 
ness & Indifference he has shewn lately convinces us of 
his want of Friendship for us, and we cannot conceive 
the reason for it, as I am conscious that we have always 
endeavoured to shew that Respect & obedience w oh is 
due to a Commanding Officer. The aid de camp has 
acted the same part & the cause of it is equally incon- 
ceivable. 

The Col (hav g received a Letter from His Honour 
the Gov r as I am informed) will march in a few minutes 
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with sixty men to meet the Gov r at Carlisle, Cap ts Lloyd 
& Hambright, & Lieut 8 Clayton & Clapham accompany 
the Col° I cannot add more than our Loves to alhat 
Home. 

Your very dutiful & affection e Son 

Joseph Shippen. 



Fort Augusta 22 d Octo r 1756 
D r & HoN d Sir. 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the Rec* of y 8 
Fav rs of the 10 th & 16 th Ins* with the Papers & Atlee's 
Letter with the Cannister & other things Mammy was 
so kind to send me for w ch I return her thanks. Sally 
mentioned in M r Burd's Letter that my woosted Stock- 
ings were sent up p Jones but he says they were not de- 
livered to him. I cannot now write at large to You, as 
Cap* Young the Pay Master &C. is here, who keeps us 
very busily employed about our Muster-Rolls & payment 
of our Companies. He returns thro' Lancaster & can 
give you all the news we have here with respect to the 
Indians & French Design against us. The Engineer Mr. 
Meyer is also with us. He is a very pretty Gentleman, he 
is drawing a regular plan of this Fort, which is to be made 
Cannon proof & will leave Directions with the Col how 
it is to be executed. He returns with Cap* Young who 
has behaved very respectfully & friendly to the Major & 
me. The Soldiers at Hunters Fort owe me £5., 8., 6. for 
Money I advanced them. I have desired Cap* Young to 
stop the same out of their Pay & leave it with You as he 
passes thro' Lancaster. When you receive that money, 
please to lay it out to purchase the follow 8 things for 
me viz* as much scarlet Broad Cloth & trimmings & 
plain double Gilt Buttons as will make me a Waist coat, 
a pair of neat Shoes with the grain side out & long Quar- 
ters, & four pair of fine white woosted Stockings for M r 
Burd & me, if the money will go as far. Jo. Wood in 
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Philad a used to sell such Stock 88 at 10 p pair, please to 
send me up the long gun, a few Potherbs for Broth, & 
my Skates with new Straps, as I may have an oppor- 
tunity of a little Exercise on the Ice this Winter. 

The Major & I long to pay you a Visit, but the intel- 
ligence we lately received that the French & Ind ns from 
Fort DuQuesne design'd an attack upon us, prevents us 
from applying for a furlough least we might incur Reflec- 
tions. The Col returned from Carlisle last Sunday, but 
he has thought fit to keep every thing a secret that hap- 
pened there by the Gov r &c. so that if any Expedition 
is proposed by the Government this Fall (as Jno. Harris 
tells me he heard) we are entirely unacquainted with it 
as yet. Cap* Busse came here two days with his Com- 
pany of 50 men p the Gov r ' 3 Orders, to reinforce this 
Garrison. Cap* Young & the Engineer sett off tomorrow 
morn g early on their return to Philad\ 

My kind love to Mammy, Sally, Mrs. Gray, Miss 
Patty & all the Children Ac. & Brother Neddy who I 
suppose will be at Lancaster when this reaches you, I 
should be glad of a Line from him giving the news of the 
present State of the Governments affairs with respect to 
the Provincial Troops & their Destination this Fall. 
I am with Esteem 

Your very Affect e & dutif 1 Son 

Joseph Shippen J r 



Foet Augusta Dec r 1756. 
Dear & HON d Sib. 

Three days ago I had the pleasure of your Letter in- 
closing the History of Rebellion & Papers. 

I am now agreeable to my promise in my last Letter 
to give you some particulars of our March. On Tuesday 
noon the 30 th Ult° we left Hunters & proceeded with 17 
Battoes very little more than half loaded with Flour, 
Salt & Rum, as far as the Narrows, where we were obliged 
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to halt that we might get the Battoes one by one thro' 
the Falls, and this we met with inconceivable Difficulty, 
as the Men were under the Necessity of wading to hawl 
the Battoes up between the Rocks, & tho' all possible 
Industry was used it was an hour & a half after Sunset 
before we got them over the Falls, one of them, in the 
attempt was dashed all to pieces against the Rocks by 
the Rapidity of the Water & four Barrels of Rum left 
floating in the River, we however got them safe ashore 
& the Major sent down to Hunters for another Battoe 
to take them in & encampet that Night in the Narrows 
with a Party & the Battoes under their cover. He hav g 
sent me to Hunters to send the Col an acco* of our Situa- 
tion p Express. 

On Wednesday the 1 st Dec* we proceeded 10 Miles & 
encampt at Night at Reeds place 4 miles from Fort Hali- 
fax, but the Battoes were taken to an island opposite to 
us, the Shoalness of the Water not permitting them to 
come ashore near our Party. The next Day we arrived 
at Fort Halifax about 10 o'clock where we had a Rein- 
forcement of 20 men, our Party then consisted of 50 be- 
sides 60 men that worked in the Battoes. Here we 
crossed the River & landed on the West side in the be- 
ginning of the afternoon & hav g proceeded about 3 miles 
it grew to dark & cold to get any further, we therefore 
struck up fires & encampt in the Woods. On Friday the 
3 d Inst, the Battoe men met with so much Difficulty in 
working thro' Berry's Falls, that it became Night when 
we arrived at Barber's Place, tho' we had got no further 
than 6 miles, and the Battoes being made fast we en- 
campt along side of them. In the Morning the River 
was full of Ice & the Battoes surrounded with it, however 
after some time we cut our way thro' & proceeded as 
well as we could as far as M c Kees Falls, w ch we found 
altogether impassable on acco* of the vast Increase of 
Ice & rapidity & Shoalness of Water. As it began then 
to snow & continued to be extreamly cold, we hadrea- 
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son to believe the River would be quite fast before Morn- 
ing, the Major therefore determined to cross the River 
with the Battoes & Party, but we did not effect this 
without much fatigue, it being quite dark & we obliged 
to fall down with the Ice above a mile in order to get 
around the Island & we landed all at M°Kee's Place 
about 9 o'clock Saturday night & encamp't at the Foot 
of the Mountain without any shelter. On Sunday morn- 
ing we found it impossible to move the Battoes till the 
River should clear of Ice, & therefore acquainted the 
Col p Express with our Situation that we might have some 
Relief (we having no meat left for 110 Men) as we were 
determined to stay with the Party to guard the Provisions 
& Battoes. On Monday Col Clapham came from Fort 
Augusta to our Camp on his way to Philad a , he told us 
that Cap* Jameson with all the Horses was on his march 
to our Relief, & that as soon as we had got them loaded 
with part of the Cargo we should escort them to Fort 
Augusta & leave Ens n Scott with a Party to Guard the 
Battoes & the remainder of the Provisions. On Tuesday 
at 10 o'clock Cap* Jameson arrived with 50 Horses, & the 
rest of this day we employed the men in preparing the 
loads & hawling the Battoes up, this morning the River 
was quite fast every where. On Wednesday we marched 
& arrived at Fort Augusta at 12 o'clock at night. Not- 
withstanding the Major & I had slept in the Woods 
eight or nine severe nights, we caught not the least cold 
nor received the least Injury to our Health. 

The Horses & 4 Battoes have since bro* safe here the 
remainder of our Cargoe. 

The Major has now ordered all the Battoes to be 
taken down to Hunters & has sent a party to make an- 
other Trip with them if the River should fortunately 
continue open & high as it is at present. 

When I saw the Battoes (on our March) pushing up 
with so much Difficulty thro' the Ice coming down with 
violence upon them. Your French Dialogue between Le 
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Sieur Durnas Commd* du Fort du Quesne & son Espion 
Mons r Betran came frequently into my mind. I should 
be glad to have a Copy of it, as I esteem it a good Com- 
position & it gave me pleasure when I curisorily read it. 
I am with Love to the Family &c 
Your dutiful & Affect 6 Son 

Joseph Shippen. 



Fokt Augusta l 9t Jan y 1757 
Dear & HON d Sir. 

I was favoured with your Affectionate Letters of the 

9 th & 23 d Ulto. with News papers & Copies of C * 

J n's 3 Letters, concerning which I shall observe your 

particular Caution, tho' he had shewn them to me before 
he sent them away, that I might give him my advice 
w ch he pursued by sending the Gov rs Letter under cover 
to Yourself & M r Allen. . . . 

I observe what you say concerning a "certain Great 
man." I have been told he is too much so to live in this 
Province & therefore he is advised by Gent 11 in Philad a 
both for the good of himself & the publick Service to re- 
turn to N. England & sett up a useful Trade he was 
taught of making convenient Machines of a black Colour 
to keep the Head warm & the Sun from blinding the Eyes, 
I should be glad to hear whether he has pursued their 
salutary advice. 

The man who carries this is just setting off, I have only 
to wish you, my kind Mammy, Sister & AH round the 
Table a very happy new Year & hope I may have the 
Satisfaction to wish you all the same many Years to 
come. 

M r Burd desires his Complim* 8 of the Season to you 
& Family. 

I am with very great Esteem 
Y r affec. & dutiful Son 

J. Shippen. 
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Fort Augusta 19 th Jan ry 1757 
D r & HON d . Sir. 

Yesterday I was favoured with your agreeable Letters 
of the 27 th Dec. 10 th & 12 th Inst, inclosing the Papers 
which are always very acceptable, as Nobody gives him- 
self the trouble to send any to this remote part of the 
World but yourself. 

I am sorry to find the Gov r & Assembly have com- 
menced a Quarrel, but I would fain hope it will not sub- 
sist as I suppose the Matter in Dispute concern 8 the 
Quartering of the Kings Troops may by this time be 
settled. It would be very unfortunate indeed for this 
distressed Province if a Difference in opinion between 
the Legislative Powers about a particular Thing should 
again extend to any future Matters that may be concert- 
ing for the Publick Welfare so as to create a continued 
Disagreement, I have the charity to think the Contrary. 
The Consequences of such Quarrels have been fatal to us 
for the last 2 or 3 years. I am grieved to hear that there 
will be no Militia Law. I am of opinion that a proper one 
equally binding upon all Men to take up Arms in defence 
of their Country should have been in full force last Spring 
that the Provincial Troops which were then raised might 
have had an opportunity of distressing the Enemy in 
their own Country, while the Militia should garrison the 
Forts on our Frontiers. It is however possible this may 
be done still, if proper measures are taken. . . . 

M r Burd, Cap* Jameson, & Lieu* Clarke of the Major's 
Company all obtained Furloughs from the Col before 
he went from hence to commence the 16 th Ins* & are to 
set off this Evening for Philad a & they intend to pay You 
a Visit on their Way down. I shall be sorry at their De- 
parture, because they are the best Acquaintances we 
have here. The two latter will not continue in the Reg- 
iment if a certain Man should return to it, and I believe 
a few others will incline to follow their Example. I am 
very thankful to my good Brother for the Care he has 
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taken in send g to England for the Sword & Books I de- 
sired, & he may be assured that due returns of Brotherly 
Affection shall never be wanting in me. 

I have only now to express my Love to my good Mammy 
in the kindest manner & conclude with the Remembrance 
of the same to Sister, Mrs. Gray, Miss Patty & every 
individual round the Table. 

I am with a sincere esteem 

S r Your affectionate & dutiful 
Son 

Joseph Shippen J r 



Fort AtrGtrsTA 9 th Feb y 1757. 
Dear & HON d Sir. 

I wrote you a few Lines on the 25 th Ulto. since which 
none of your Favours have yet reached me, tho' I sup- 
pose some of them are laying at Harris's for want of an 
opportunity as the late Snows, cold weather have pre- 
vented our Party with the Battoes from coming up. 
But as the River is now quite open I expect they will be 
here in three or four Days, when I flatter myself I shall 
be honoured with a Letter & the news from you. I am 
sorry to tell you that the two Conestogo Indians sent up 
sometime ago by M r Croghan to the Ohio returned here 
last Thursday on the 3 d Inst, without proceeding further 
up the West Branch of this River than about 40 or 50 
Miles after having been gone from hence 7 days. I sup- 
pose they had some very important Message to deliver 
(perhaps) to the Delawares & Shawanese as they shewed 
me a large Belt of Wampum they were to carry with 
them. They say they found the Snow so deep & the 
Weather so severe that it was impossible for them to 
proceed on their Journey. 

They are to set off this Morning on their Return to 
Conestogo after their arrival there they say they intend 
to see M r Croghan. 
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I am surprized that none of the Officers of this Regi- 
ment who were on furlough are yet returned here, as the 
Times limited some of them must have been expired long 
before this. This makes the Duty the harder on the few 
who are present, there being now in this Garrison only 
the Major, Adjutant & Surgeon, with five other Officers 
who do Duty and there are two Officers, on Party. The 
other fourteen are on Furlough except 8 three at Fort 
Halifax & Hunter. 

The 2 Indians brought the Major & me t'other Day 
three Bucks, killed about a mile from the Fort, which 
furnished the officers with a little fresh Provisions, a 
thing very rare to be seen among us, tho' we sometimes 
get a few Squirrels of which we make good Soup. The 
Officers have enjoyed their Health very well this Winter, 
tho' Fluxes frequently prevail among the Soldiers, two 
of them have died within these six Days. 

This Part of the World is too remote to furnish any 
News. I shall therefore only conclude in my usual Man- 
ner with my kindest Love to Mammy, sister & all the 
good Family, the remembrance of which being so justly 
due to them, that no Critick can with least propriety 
censure me for Tautology tho' I repeat My Expressions 
of affection to them ever so frequent in my Letters, or 
that Esteem with which I always am. D r Sir 

Your Dutiful & very Affectionate Son 

Joseph Shippen J r . 

Fort Agusta 22 d Feb y 1757. 
Dear & HON d Sir. 

I wrote you four Days ago just to acknowledge the 
Pec* of three of your agreeable Letters & to inform you 
of the Arrival of 15 Battoes with Flour &c. of w ch Article 
we have now in Store 23549 Ibs and 35583 ,b of Beef & 
2167 ,b of Pork. A Party of Men are to set off to Morrow 
Morning with 10 Battoes to bring up another Parcel of 
Flour from Fort Halifax, the River & Weather being now 
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very favorable. We cannot at this time roan more than 
that Number, as several of the Soldiers are sick & lame, 
and the Major is ordered by Col Clapham to hold in 
Readiness a Detachment of a hundred Men with two 
Captains, two Lieutenants, two ensigns, four Sergeants 
& four Corporals, to march immediately upon Receipt 
of Col. Armstrongs orders to join his Battalion for the 
Defence of Cumberland County against an attack which 
is expected on that Quarter very early in the Spring. The 
Party is now in readiness with 40 Rounds of Powder, 
Ball & Buck Shott, & the Major only waits for Col 
Armstrong's Orders to march them, w ch I suppose will be 
here in 2 or 3 days, that Gent n having wrote to the Major 
that he intended to send for the Party as soon as he had 
received an Answer from the Governor to his Letter of 
the 28 th Ulto. I have the pleasure to inform you I shall 
have the Command of that Detachment. I shall write 
you further on this Head when I receive orders to march 

I am well pleased to hear that so many more Troops 
are arrived & expected from Europe, this seems to be 
preparatory to some grand Military operations the en- 
suing Summer God Grant that we may have success in 
all our just Enterprizes. I think my Brother gives a very 

political & good Reason why the Scheme of M r F 

for raising £100,000 ought not to be encouraged. I hope 
however, our Assembly will immediately fall upon some 
good Method for raising that Sum for the Service of the 
Current Year. I intend in a day or two to. frame a Letter 
of Thanks to M r Leake for his kind Expressions of Re- 
gards for me which I shall send in one to You under 
Cover to M r Croghan to whom I desire my Compliments 
when you see him. 

M r Clayton who is my Lieutenant and Adjutant to the 
Regiment, will deliver you this, as I have desired him to 
call & see You on his way to Philad a , he is a Young fellow 
of a very good Spirit & has always performed his Duty 
with great activity & Diligence, I have him much in 
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Esteem, he will make no Stay in Lancaster. Major 
Burd is busy in making up his monthly Returns to the 
Col° & cant write you at this time, but desires to join 
with in Love to Mammy, Sister & all round the Fireside. 
I am with Esteem 

Dear Sir 

Your Affectionate & dutiful Son 

Joseph Shippen J r 



Foet Augusta 4 th March 1757. 
Dear & HON d Sir. Friday — 

On Sunday last your agreeable Favours of the 14 th , 
19 th & 21 st ITlto. inclos g the Papers came to hand at the 
same time rec'd the Bullet Molds they cast Balls of a 
right size, but not so smooth as I desired, but our Armourer 
has altered that Defect. I take particular notice of your 
good advice about the method of living, we have in a great 
Measure pursued it by avoiding as much as possible to eat 
salt Meat & substituting in the Room of it, peas, porrage 
Clam Soup, pan-cakes as often as the Col ' 6 Hens lay 
Eggs, which would either spoil or be taken by the Soldiers 
if we did not use them, added to this, we have now & 
then had a few Squirrels, Turkeys, Rabits & Venison & 
always plenty of good Butter, Tea, Chocolate & Coffee, 
and I have pleasure to tell you that Croyston sent us p. 
the last Battoes agreeable to the Majors order a Barrel of 
exceeding good Indian Meal of w oh we have had mush 
2 or 3 times, & intend to eat it three times a Week for the 
future, w eh is as often as we can spare Milk for the pur- 
pose as we give every Officer a little for his Tea & the 
province Cow does not yield much now. 

I am sony Report that Cap* Jameson was Lunatick 
should have prevailed in Philad" the Author of it certainly 
can gain nothing by such false Art to exculpate himself, 
nor will it be pleasing to submit to Interrogation from a 
Lieut. Col°. 
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It gives me pleasure to hear of the intended Congress 
of Lord Loudoun & the several Governors of the Southern 
Provinces at Philad a . I hope some noble plan of opera- 
tion will be concerted, for the Summer's Campaign. I 
don't know what small Part we shall act in the general 
Scene of War, I am apprehensive if we attempt to perso- 
nate Soldiers in the field, we shall soon be hissed off the 
Military Stage. The Reason for this opinion is the 
Times for w oh the Soldiers of the Regiment enlisted are 
now expiring every Day and they seem all determined 
not to serve this Province any longer as they have not 
been regularly paid, so that if we have any Regiment at 
all next Year, it must consist of raw men unacquainted 
with Discipline and obedience to Command. 

The Major has orders from the Col to send to Col 
Weiser for 100 Men from his Battalion to Garrison this 
Fort, if our Soldiers should refuse to continue in the 
service. 

On Saturday at noon the 26 th Ulto. our Cart was sent 
for Stores x /2 mile from the Fort with a Corporal & 7 men 
to guard them & while they were loading it, the 2 Centrys 
w ch the Corporal had posted on a Hill, were fired at by a 
Party of Indians three or 4 Shott, upon which the Cor- 
poral ordered his men to stand to their Arms, & they 
immediately took them from under the Log where they 
had placed them to be kept dry, but very unfortunately 
on Examination they were found wet, it having snowed 
all Day. Their arms being thus rendered useless, they 
were obliged to retire to the Fort, and looking behind 
them before they had gone 20 yds. they saw 6 Indians 
coming down the Hill in close pursuit after one of the 
Centries & very soon after 4 of the Indians fired at him & 
then, when the Centry fell, & the Indians fearing to come 
too near the Fort halted & scalped him & made the best 
of their way to the Hill again, where the other Centry 
was shot & scalped. By this time a Party of 40 men & 
three officers met the Corporal & his Men returning, for 
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as soon as we heard the first firing, Major Burd detached 
off that Party to "their support if attacked, they had no 
sooner got out of the cleared Ground into the Woods, 
but the Indians thought it imprudent to receive them & 
so took to their heels, they followed their Tracks about a 
mile in the Snow, & not being able to overtake them re- 
turned to the Fort with the dead Bodies. The Major 
then sent off Cap* Trump & Ensigns Broadhead & Alli- 
son with 55 of the best men with orders to pursue the 
Enemys Tracks as we imagined they might find their 
Encampment before the next Morning. The Party 
marched on their Tracks till Midnight up the North East 
Branch 15 miles, but as it continued to snow & rain all 
Night & the enemy had at least two Hours the advantage 
of them & several of the Men giving out with the fatigue 
of the March over several Hills, they concluded it im- 
prudent to proceed further, & returned here at 10 o'clock 
Sunday Morn 8 

In the afternoon 4 Conestoga Ind n Men & one Woman 
arrived here & the next Day proceeded on their Journey 
with a Message from M r Croghan to some Ind ns on the 
Ohio. I am with M r Burd's & My Love to Mammy, 
Sister & all the Good Family, The same also to Brother 
Neddy & Sister Peggy & the little children. D r & h d Sir 
Your very affectionate & dutiful Son 

Joseph Shippen. 

Fort Augusta 17 th March 1757 
D r & HON d Sib. 

Last night I was favoured with y r 3 very Loving Let- 
ters of y e 26 th Ulto. & 2 others of the 3 Inst, dated at 
Harris Ferry. I return you many Thanks for so great a 
mark of your Affection in riding up to Susquehannah 
with an Expectation of seeing me on my way to Carlisle. 
I am very sorry you were disappointed. Be pleased to 
make my Thanks acceptable to my good Mammy for her 
kind Inclination to come up also with the same affectionate 
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View. The Major has not yet received Orders from Col° 
Armstrong to send off the Detachment of 100 Men, 
tho' he wrote to the Major a fortnight ago that he had 
not yet rec'd a Letter from the Govern r in answer to one 
he wrote him relating to a supply of Horses, which are 
absolutely necessary for Troops marching through an 
uninhabited Country. Whenever we march I imagine 
our Route will be across the Country by the way of Fort 
Granville & Shirley to Fort Littleton, we shall then cross 
Juniata upon a Raft which we can make in a short time. 
But I must observe that the march of the Detachment 
from this Regiment has been so long delayed that it will 
be to no purpose to send it off at all now, as we cannot 
pick out a 100 Men whose Times of Enlistment will not 
be expired in a week or two without we leave this Fort 
ungarrisoned. The Soldiers who are now free & will be 
free this Month have consented to continue here no longer 
than the 1 st of April, neither would they have done that 
had not the Major publickly represented to them on the 
Parade the ill consequences of leaving the King's Fort 
erected at Expence to guard an important pass without 
a Garrison & also assured them that he would grant them 
a Certificate of them hav g served till the 1 st of April, & a 
Liberty to go where they pleased. Sunday last arrived 
here the Indian Fleet from the Six Nation Country con- 
sisting of 15 Canoes & 5 Battoes, and as near as I can 
collect from Lewis Montour & Jo. Peepy, the Number of 
the different Nations are as follows, viz* 

Men 

21 Tuscaroras 

13 Cayugas 

12 Orfoyuts 

7 Onondagoes 
9 Nanticokes 

8 Delawares 

70 Men besides about 30 Women & Children. They 
seem all to be fast friends to the English & say they are 



4 of the Six Nations. 
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come to wipe the Tears from our Eyes that we may see 
clear that they are our Friends, they are to sett off this 
Moment for Harris Ferry where they are to hold a Treaty 
with M r Croghan. I might mention several things abo* 
them but have not time. 

My love to all &c. 

J. Shippen 

Foet Augusta 18 th March 1757. 
Friday Morn g 9 o'clock. 
Dear & HoN d Sir. 

I did myself the pleasure to write to you yesterday 
Morning at 10 o'clock, at which Time a hundred of our 
Friends the six nations &c. set off in Battoes & Canoes 
for Harris's Ferry. And I have the pleasure to inform 
you that last night 40 more of our friends Indian of the 
6 Nations with old Scarroyadej arrived here in 2 Battoes 
& 3 Canoes, they were sent by Sir W m Johnson under the 
care of William Printey who speaks the Mohawk Lan- 
guage well. He tells me they set out from Sir Wm' 8 the 
2 d Inst. & that the News there at that time was, that 
Sir John S* Clair was made Governor of N. York, & that 
Sir Charles Hardy Rear Admiral of the blue had the 
Command of 30 Sail of Men of War which it was expected 
would block up the River S* Lawrence very soon. The 
Indians are to sett off immediately to go to Harris's 
Ferry to the Treaty which will be a great one, as Printey 
expects more Indians down here in a day or two. We are 
inform'd by these Indians as well as those who set off 
yesterday, that the French at Fort DuQuesne have been 
forming an Expedition to take this Fort & that it is 
expected by the Indians on this River, that a" body of 
800 French & Indians will be here in a very short 
time; as they are now actually making a number of 
Canoes at the head of the West Branch of this River. 
I suppose they mean at Shingleclamoucke. They are 
all confident that this piece of News is true. We shall 
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however prepare ourselves in the best manner we can 
to give them a proper Reception tho' I am sorry to 
say we have at present on the spot but 190 effective 
besides the sick & a Party of 30 or 40 Men below 
with the Battoes. Our Ditch & Parapet are yet unfin- 
ished, neither of them could be touched in the Winter 
season. We have begun to dig in the Ditch this 
morning & to heighten the Parapet by throw 8 up the 
Dirt & pounding it. If we are attacked, we shall want 
more Ammunition. 

I remember to have seen in your Counting Room an 
old Folio Book much torn, which treats (among other 
things) of Fortification & the Art of Gunnery, I should 
be glad if you'd send it up to me, as I can pick out of it 
several things for my information, especially the method 
of filling Granade Shells & making the Fuzes, we have a 
parcel of them here unfilled, & therefore useless. The 
Major writes this p opportunity to the Governor to ac- 
quaint him with the above mentioned News & our Situa- 
tion. He joins with Me in Love to Mammy, Sister & all 
the Family. 

I am with great Esteem hon d Sir 

Your very affectionate & dutiful Son 
Joseph Shippen. 

Foet Augusta 28 th March 1757. 
D r & H d Sir. Monday. 

Last Thursday the Rev d M r Steel Chap 1 , the Capt s 
Lloyd & Jameson Lieut 8 Clarke, Clapham & Miles & 
Ens na Morgan & Graydon arrived here with seven Bat- 
teaux containing thirty-one Barrels of Flour & some 
Stores for the Officers at which time I was favoured with 
your Letters of the 11 th & 17 th Inst, inclosing my Silver 
Buckle, I observe you don't acknowledge the Receipt of 
my Letters of the 4 th & 11 th Inst. w oh went down in a 
Canoe with John Boham when I sent my Buckle. Cap* 
Jameson tells me John Harris gave them to the Post 

Vol. xxxvi. — 27 
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with the Maj rs Letter to M r Croghan, perhaps he has 
taken them to Philad". There are some infamous Per- 
sons in the Province who make a practice of intercepting 
Letters & breaking the Seals, several of the officers hav- 
ing of late rec'd their Letters opened. Cap* Lloyd says 
the Col° has rec'd but two Letters from the Major, tho' 
the latter has written him twelve since his absence. My 
Last to you were dated the 17 th & 18 th Inst. Lieu* Clarke 
informs me that Col° Armstrong instead of send 8 for the 
Detachment of 100 Men intends to send a Reinforcement 
to this Garrison. Col Weiser writes to the Major that 
he has sent all his Soldiers whose times were not expired 
to Col Armstrong, but that he will notwithstanding 
endeavour to muster up a Company of 50 Men to rein- 
force us. 

I hope my Lord Loudoun will settle the Differences be- 
tween the Legislative Powers that there may be Money to 
pay all the Troops in the Province Service, there is great 
Dissatisfaction among them throughout, on account of 
their not having received any Pay these six months, and 
few or none can be presuaded to enlist again. I imagine 
when the money Bill is passed most of the Officers of 
this Regiment will receive Instructions to recruit their 
Companys, if so, I hope to have the pleasure of seeing 
you some time this spring. I have reason to think the 
Colonel will never return to Fort Augusta. He has 
ordered his Son to sell all his Stores here & then to go 
directly to Philad a 

I thank you for the Pamphlet sent me, tho' I had read 
it before. I am sorry to hear of the Behaviour of the 
Nassau Students & hope they will reform their Manners, 
it grieves me to think that Curruption should so soon 
creep into a fine Seminary of Learning. 

I am with love to Mammy & Sister &c. 
Most affectionately D r Sir 

Your very dutiful son 

Joseph Shippen J r 
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P.S. Cap* Lloyd told the Major & me just now that 
the Col would continue in the Service no longer than till 
the affairs of the Regim* were settled, but he believed he 
would be at Fort Augusta before he resigned. 



Fort Augusta 18 April 1757 
Dear & HON d Sir. 

I had the pleasure to receive Your Favours of the 20 th 
& 26 th Ulto. p. Cap* Young who arrived here with Cap* 
Patterson & his Company which the Gov r ordered to 
reinforce this Garrison, & we daily expect the arrival of 
75 more men from Col° Weiser's Battalion, of whom we 
stand in much need. As 100 of our Men whose times are 
expired were discharged when the Pay Master left us, & 
the few others we have remaining in the Regiment who 
will be free soon are falling sick with the Scurvy every 
day, there being 60 now ill with it & incapable of doing 
any Duty. 

I intended to have wrote you p Cap* Young but the 
prodigious Hurry in his Business with us prevented me. 
He brought up about £2300. — w oh was all that remained 
in the Loan Office but as that Sum was not sufficient to 
pay the Officers & Soldiers above three Months Pay 
(there being 6 Months Pay due) We unanimously agreed 
not to receive any pay this Time but wait till the Pay- 
Master came up again, so that the money might go the 
further towards paying the Soldiers off, by which means 
they received pay for four months instead of three. 

As to what you say relating to the Maj or's not writing 
to the Governor I am sure he is entirely justifiable in 
his Conduct. Col Clapham in his written Instructions 
positively ordered him to write to him p all opportuni- 
ties to acquaint him with all occurences & to send him a 
Report & State of the Garrison & Returns of the Stores 
&c every Month. This then the Major has constantly 
complied with since he has had the Command here, so 
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that the Governor might easily be acquainted with every- 
thing relating to this Regiment thro' the Colonel, who 
was the only proper person to inform Him, and if the 
Colonel did not do his Duty while he was in Philad a the 
fault ought not to be imputed to the Major or any body 
else here. It might indeed be justly said that the Ma- 
jor's Conduct was strange, if he had sent his Letters & 
Returns to the Governor from whom he had no Orders, 
& omitted to send them to Colonel Clapham, who alone 
gave him instructions & had the immediate Care & 
Charge of the Regimental Affairs. Indeed if he had 
done so the Col would have immediately put him under 
an Arrest for Disobedience of Orders. Wherefore when 
The Major sent an Express to M r Croghan agreeable to 
his Desire to inform him as agent of Indian affairs of the 
Arrival of the six Nation Indians at this Fort, w oh as 
you justly observe was the chief Business of that Express, 
he at the same time wrote to Col° Clapham of this & a 
full relation of the story of the 2 Soldiers that were killed 
by a party of Indians & our pursuing them Miles over 
the Hills, it was there fore unnecessary to trouble the 
Governor with Letters on this head as the Colonel was 
present in Philad a & might easily have shown him the 
Major's Letter if he had been pleased to do as he ought. 
The Reason of the Major's writing to the Governor 
afterwards concerning the Intelligence we received of 
the French Designs against this Fort was because we 
understood from Lieut. Clapham that his Father was 
gone towards N. York to meet Lord Loudoun. Neither 
was it judged prudent to write that Intelligence till the 
2 d & 3 d Party of Indians who came here confirmed what 
the first had told us, as it might probably have occasioned 
a useless Alarm. The Major received Cap* Young, a 
Letter & Instructions from the Governor acquainting him 
that all necessary Stores & Ammunition will be sent up 
here immediately, & giving him some very good Direc- 
tions how to act in Case we are attacked. 
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He has wrote fully to the Gov r by Cap* Young & sent 
him the Regimental Returns & a Copy of his last Letter 
to Col Clapham, with his Reasons as an apology for not 
writing to him while the Col Continued in the service. 

On the Inst, the Major sent Capt. Patterson & 

10 of his best Woodsmen to reconnoitre the Heads of the 
West Branch & to gain Intelligence of the Motions of the 
Enemy in consequence of the Indian Reports, & the 
Governors Orders to him to send out some trusty Scouts 
for that Purpose. We expect Cap* Pattersons Return in 
a Week or 10 Days but the Intelligence he may bring 
must be kept secret, at least till the Governor is ac- 
quainted with it. 

I am with love to Mammy Sister & all the good Family 
Your very affectionate & Dutiful Son 

Joseph Shippen 



Foet Augusta April 24 d 1757. 
D r Sie. 

Sometime ago I was favoured with your Letter of the 
15 th Feb y . p M r Allen Gillespie to whom the Major & 
myself promised our countenance & Encouragement in 
Consequence of your Recommendation of him. And at 
the same time I advised him to be careful in the observ- 
ance of all Orders, which the Commanding Officer is at 
some particular times under the Necessity of giving out, 
to restrain all Persons from selling any Liquors to the 
Soldiers, many of whom will continually get drunk & 
be rendered incapable of Duty, unless the Sutlers are 
under some Restrictions. And I am sorry to say he has 
been too imprudent in not following that advice & act- 
ing agreeable to his own Promises. Perhaps if you were 
to advise him it might not be amiss. However the 
Major is now determined never to suffer any more Rum 
to be sold in this Garrison while he has the Command. 
He will not prevent any Person from Selling as much dry 
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Goods as they please or any other Necessaries (excepting 
Spirituous Liquors) w ch the Soldiers may have occasion 
for. 

I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you & my other 
Lancaster Friends some time next Month, as I suppose 
we shall soon receive orders to recruit the Regiment, 
w ch consists at present of only 183 Men, 126 whereof will 
be free by the 1 st of May & the remaining 57 in a Week or 
two after. Notwithstand 8 all the Arguments used by 
Major Burd & the rest of the Officers, not more than 
thirty of the men could be persuaded to enlist again. 
Our Garrison has been very sickly these three Months 
owing to the want of fresh Provisions & Vegetables. The 
Flux and Scurvy have chiefly prevailed among them. 
Our Hospital has been removed twice to Hunters Fort 
for the Recovery of the Sick. My Complim* 3 to M rs 
Thompson M r8 Ross & M r Ross & all my good Friends 
in Lancaster I am Sir 

Your Friend & very hum 6 Serv* 

Joseph Shippen. 

To D r Robert Thompson in Lancaster. 



Fort Augusta 23 d April 1757. 
D r & HON d Sir. 

Your very agreeable Favours of the 28 th Ult° & 3 d & 
5 th Ins* with the Water Melon Seeds came to Hand 3 
days ago. The Boxes of Garden Seeds w ch M r Bard sent 
will come up p the Battoes which we daily expect the 
River being now fallen, when I also hope to receive the 
Scarlet &c you were so kind to send & the Sugar & Spirits. 
Your long Paragraph of great Humour concerning Clap- 
ham pleased me much & put the Major & myself into an 
excessive fit of laughter, that Gentleman if I may be 
allowed the Expression, has the offer of the Command of 
Fort Wm. Henry & all the Provincial Forces of the 
Northward from Lord Loudoun, if what Capt. Lloyd 
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asserts be true, but I have not implicit Faith sufficent 
to be of his opinion. I dare say if Col Armstrong has the 
Command of this Regiment he will merit the Esteem of 
the Officers here, but I imagine he would rather continue 
where he is at 17/6 p Diem & be with his Family, than 
be confined to Fort Augusta with 20/. I am glad to hear 
of the great Augmentation of Forces in my Lord Loudoun's 
Army. I hope he will finish some Glorious Campaign 
this Year & convince the French that true Britons will 
never yield their valuable possessions in America. I 
cant guess at the Manner of the March of Col Stan- 
wix's Battalion to our Frontiers unless an Expedition 
is to.be formed against Fort DuQuesne, if not, perhaps 
they are designed particularly for the Defence of this 
Province, in that case, I think 200 or 250 of them should 
be ordered to Garrison this Fort, till we could recruit 
our Regiment, which now consists only of 183 Men, 126 
whereof will be free by the 1 st of May, & the remainder in 
a fortnight after. I don't include Cap* Works Company 
at Fort Halifax because I don't know the State of it. 

The Reinforcement we expected form Col° Weiser is 
not yet arrived here neither do I suppose it will come, as 
his Battalion is in the same situation with our Regiment. 
The times for which his Soldiers engaged being all nearly 
expired. The Major received a Letter t'other day from 
the Gov r & he expects another p the Battoes in answer to 
that which he sent p Cap* Young acquainting him with 
the state of the Regiment. He has also received a very 
genteel & friendly Letter from M r Rich d Peters, wherein 
he tells the Major that he will promote his Interest, Ease 
& Satisfaction to the utmost of his Power,. & that he 
stands well with the Governor. 

I have the pleasure to tell you that we have removed our 
Quarters into the House which Clapham took so much 
pains about for himself & that we enjoy Ease & Comfort, 
the fruits of his Labour. I should be glad to know whether 
the Sword & Books upon Fortification & Military Dis- 



424 Military Letters of Gapt. Jos. Shippen. 

cipline which my Bro r was pleased to get Cousin T. Will- 
ing to send for are arrived from England. 

I have deferred writing to Mr. Leake till I have the 
pleasure of seeing you as I suppose M r Croghan will not 
return to N. York before that time. My kind love to 
Mammy &c — &c. 

I am with the sincerest Esteem 
D r Sir 

Your very affectionate 
& dutiful son 

Joseph Shippen. 

M r Steel our Chaplain acts to the Satisfaction of all 
the Officers & very justly deserves their Respects. 

Lancastee 20 th May 1757. 
D r Sie. 

I could not possibly write any thing to You till now, 
as we have not been able to finish our Business with the 
Gov r & Commissioners before. Inclosed is a Copy of 
the Gov rs Beating Instructions and I have given one to 
each Officer agreeable to his Directions. The 5 Com- 
missioners who are present cannot consent to allow us 
any Recruiting Expences without a full Board & they 
assure us when they go to Philad a they will take that 
Matter into Consideration & I believe will allow us some- 
thing, they have given us £25, each to recruit with for 
the present, as they have but little Cash with them & will 
supply us with more whenever we shall draw upon them, 
they cannot spare more at present, as they have not 
much Cash with them. They insist that all the Troops 
(except 300 in Garrison) shall be employed for the future 
in scouting & ranging as Act of Assembly directs, as 
they cannot otherwise pay them agreeable to Law. I 
have £25 to give as soon as I see you, but if you intend 
to go by the way of Reading you can be supplied with 
Money at Philad a & then I suppose I may divide that be- 
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tween the Cap ts Work & Jameson & M r Clarke & as it 
will be more inconvenient for them to get a supply of 
Money than for those Officers that recruit at or near 
Philad a Lieu* Clarke carries this & I refer you to him for 
anything I may have omitted. I am Sir 
Your most hum 6 . Serv* 

Joseph Shippen. 
To Cap* Tho" Lloyd. 

Lancaster 29 th May 1757 

Sunday 4 o'clock P.M. 
Dear Sir 

I wrote you p Lieu* Clarke the 20 th Inst, as I supposed 
your Indisposition would not permit you to leave Har- 
ris's Ferry till His return there. I then informed you 
that we had received the Gov rs Beating Instructions, a 
copy of which you have inclosed, & each of us £25 from 
the Commissioners for the Recruiting Service with their 
consent to draw upon them for more Cash as Occasion 
required. But nevertheless they could not agree without 
a full Board to allow us anything to defray the necessary 
expences in Recruting, tho' the Gov r recommended to 
them to give the Officers £4 for every man enlisted for 
3 or 4 years, and for those during Life £5. this the Corn- 
miss' thought very unreasonable, but however told me 
they would consider this Matter when they went to 
Philad a I should be glad if you would be so kind to ac- 
quaint me what they have done in this particular, that I 
may know how far I may venture in my Expences on 
the Recruting Service. 

I should have wrote to you sooner but that the Gov r 
ordered me to accompany him to Reading & Port Henry. 
I set out with him last Sunday for those places & returned 
here but just now. I have as yet but five Recruits, & am 
now issuing advertisements about the Country w oh I 
hope will bring some more in a few Days tho' I imagine 
it will be difficult to find many willing to enlist. I have 
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not heard what success the other Officers have had, 
when I know I shall acquaint you. I am with my Com- 
plim ts to M rs Lloyd S r 

Your very hum 6 serv* 
To Cap* Tho" Lloyd Joseph Shippen J r 



Deae Sir. Lancaster 30 th May 1757. 

Since I had the pleasure of seeing you here I accom- 
panied the Governor to Reading & Fort Henry where 
Cap* Busse commands. The Governor took that small 
Route on the Frontier to Spirit up the people to act for 
their own Defence in these troublesome times, he ordered 
me to attend him as he Imagined I might get a few re- 
cruits but in this we were both disappointed. I enlisted 
but one man at Reading Col Weiser & others are en- 
deavouring in that part of the Country to Compleate 
the 159 men w ch the Governour with the Commissioners 
ordered Immediately to be raised for the Defence of the 
Eastern Frontiers till our Regiment can be Compleated. 
I was gone eight Days & returned here yesterday. I am 
this minute going 12 miles to a Vendue to try for some 
Recruits. I have got but five as yet. Lord Loudoun I 
am informed is sailed form N. York, he a day or two be- 
fore ordered a general press by which means he got 1100 
men. I have not heard whether the Commissioners have 
yet allowed us any Recruiting Expenses. I have just 
now wrote to Cap* Lloyd to inform me. The Governor 
will do everything in his power for us. He would have 
visited several of the forts if he had not been obliged to 
meet the Assembly this day. There are Eleven Forts 
on the Eastern Frontiers & he intends to evacuate them 
all but 3. I cant add being in a Hurry. 

My Compliments to M r Stevenson 
I am your affectionate Friend 
& very humb 1 Serv* 

To Cap* Jameson. Jo 8 Shippen Jr. 
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Lancaster 31 st May 1757. 
Dear Brother. 

I wrote you on the 19 th or 20 th Inst, since which I have 
not had the pleasure of an opportunity to write till now. 
On Sunday the 22 nd Inst, the Gov r ordered me to attend 
him to Reading & Fort Henry where Cap* Busse Com- 
mands. The Governor took this small Route on the 
Frontiers to spirit up the people to act for their own 
Defence in these troublesome times. He would have 
visited all the Forts on the Eastern Frontiers if he had 
not been obliged to meet the Assembly in Philad 3 yester- 
day. There are 11 Forts garrisoned by Col° Weisers 
Battalion, the Governor intends to evacuate them all 
but 3 viz* Forts Henry, Allen & Hamilton between which 
all that Battalion consist* of 450 Men will be continually 
ranging so as to leave always a Garrison of 50 Men in 
each Fort. The Governor has with the Consent of the 
Commissioners ordered Col Weiser to raise 159 Men for 
the immediate Defence of the Eastern Frontier and they 
are to be discharged when our Regiment is compleat & 
the 3 Companies of his Battalion can be recalled from 
Fort Augusta. I was absent from hence eight Days with 
the Gov r w oh retarded my Recruting so long, in which I 
have found little success having enlisted as yet but 5 
Men. Cap* Jameson writes me he has got but 6. Cap* 
Hambright has had better success, that Day when all 
the Cap* 3 came to Town to wait on the Gov r he enlisted 
12 or 13 of our Discharged Dutch Men, by assuring them 
that they were not to go to Shamokin, nor do any kind of 
work but to range & scour the Woods continually, this 
pleased them so much that they have been endeav rg to 
persuade all their Countrymen they meet with to enlist 
with Cap* Hambright by w oh means I believe he has now 
30 Recruits himself he left this Town 10 Days ago since 
w ch I have not heard from him. 

But his Bro r together with 10 or 12 of his Men recruits 
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here, & gives every Man a Dollar besides a pistole, which 
I can't afford to do unless the Commissioners would 
allow it, so that no Body recruits upon the same footing 
with Cap* Hambright, & so cant expect equal Success. 

I enclose you the Original Beating Orders p M r Peters 
desire as he had not time when here to write You. Cap* 
Lloyd (from whom I have not yet heard) did not come by 
way Lancaster, phaps the Gov r Commissioners & a 
number of Gent n & Quakers being here prevented him, 
they continued here 4 Days after I came, he desired me 
to apoligize to the Gov 1 for his not coming, that he was 
sick at Harris's. Christian Vertz behaves himself ex- 
tremly well & takes a vast deal of Pains to persuade 
men to enlist, & if we have not much Success, it is not 
for want of Efforts. I should be glad if you'd send me 
Vertz Discharge with a Blank for the Date that I may 
have it ready for him when he chuses to go, tho' he says 
he will continue with me while I have occasion for him. 
I think he should be paid as a Serj* while he is recruting 
with me, he deserves it as well as Bane .who assists Cap* 
Work in Recruting. If you think proper I should be 
glad if you'd mention him as a Serjeant in his Discharge, 
& then he can Receive Serj* 3 Pay from Cap* Young 
I have not yet learned whether the Commissioners have 
come to a Determination about an allowance for our 
Recruiting Expences. I told them that unless they did 
do something for us in that respect, the Recruit 8 service 
would necessarily go on very slowly. 

I am informed that my Lord Loudoun sailed last week 
from N. York, that a day or two before, he ordered a 
general Press there by w eh Means he go 1100 Men very 
quickly, it is imagined from thence that the English Fleet 
& Transports are arrived, which every Body is impatient 
to hear. 

Jemmy Poke who came to Town yesterday asserts 
that Major Lewis with 50 Soldiers & 170 Cherokees has 
destroyed some Indian Town on the Ohio below Du 
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Quesne, taken 19 Indians Prisoner & bro* home 5 Scalps 
I hope this may be true, most people believe it. 

My pretty Nephew Allen Burd is just breaking out 
with the small pox, the Doct r says he will have it favour- 
able, it has been very much so every where in this country. 
My sister is very hearty, and in a thriving Condition. I 
believe she has not informed you of this. Daddy, Mammy 
sister & all the Family desire their Love to you. 
I am most sincerely 

Your very affectionate Bro r 

Joseph Shippen. 

I was disappointed in going to Philad 8 by meeting the 
Gov 1 here, so that I am at a loss how to get your Sword 
made, it can't be done so well without I was in Philad a 
to give proper Directions. I cant pretend to go to Philad a 
while I am recruiting. 

To Major James Burd. 



Lancaster 1 st June 1757. 
D r BRO r 

As I don't know when my Recruiting Business will 
permit me to go to Philad a I beg you'll be so kind to employ 
Sammy your apprentice to get the several necessaries 
for me mentioned in the inclosed List. I have sent you 

by Thirty seven Pounds ten Shillings, which I 

believe will be sufficient to purchase the whole. I would 
not have given you any trouble of this kind, but that I 
have no friend in Philad a with whom I could use the 
same Freedom. I should be glad if the Drum & the 
Pamphlets could be sent up p the first opportunity. 
My love to Sister Peggy & my little Nieces. 
I am 

Your very affectionate Bro r 

Joseph Shippen 
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Lancaster 6 June 1757. 
D r Sir 

I received Your Favour of the 3 d Inst. p. Ensign Mor- 
gan yesterday afternoon. In the Evening the Serj ts 
Gotlieb & Robinson arrived with the 17 Recruits. I shall 
dispatch them off on Wednesday Morn g they are fatigued 
with their march & require 2 days Respite. I shall also 
send off 6 of my own Recruits as many of Cap* Works & 
some of Cap* Hambrights who are here. I shall give the 
necessary Directions to Ensign Morgan concerning the 
Arms at Harris's & their March to Fort Augusta. 

Two of my Recruits are on furlough & won't be here 
time enough to go with M r Morgan, another of them 
deserted on Saturday last & I have inclosed you an 
advertisement for him w ch I beg you will get M r D. Hall 
to put in his Paper this week. Bob Clinch the Drummer 
tells me the same fellow deserted from Cap* Herbert last 
fall & was taken up & whipt & drummed out of the Roy 1 
Amer a Regiment & afterw ds enlisted with another officer 
of the same Regiment & deserted, & now I find he is 
advertised in Hall's Paper as a Deserter from Cap* Shaw 
of the Jersey provincials by the name of John Thomas, 
by w ch name Clinch tells me he enlisted once before. 

I wish with all my soul the fellow could be taken that 
I might have the pleasure of seeing him hang by the 
Neck at Fort Augusta as a Terror to others. 

I have secured Andrew Ring in our Goal & propose to 
send him up with the Recruits, perhaps the Gov r may 
forgive him upon his enlisting for Life. Young Lowry 
who came from Augusta p the last Battoes, tells me the 
Ind ns have been about the Fort lately that they left 3 
painted Spears at the Spring, our Reconnoitering Party 
found 2 of them sticking in the ground & one in a tree. 
Cap* Patterson was sent out afterwards with 40 men 
down the River upon hearing several Ind n Whoopings, & 
discovered 7 Indians in Gabriel's Island, but they immedi- 
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ately waded with all possible haste thro' the River to the 
opposite side by w ch means they escaped, our Party not 
being able to pursue them for want of Canoes. 
I am respectfully 

Your very hum 1 Serv* 

Joseph Shippen Jr. 

P.S. 

I am afraid Abraham Billing Serj* in my Company is 
deserted he having been absent two months, tho' he had 
Liberty on furlough for only 3 or 4 Weeks. I was think- 
ing to advertise him but perhaps you may hear of him. 
I shall leave it to your Judgment. 



Lancaster 7 th June 1757. 
D r Brother. 

On Sunday, the 5 th Inst, arrived here Ensign Morgan 
with a party of Recruits consit 8 of Serj* Gotlieb, 11 of 
Cap* Lloyds, 4 of Cap* Davis's & Serj* Robinson of Cap* 
Trumps Companies when I received a Letter from Cap* 
Lloyd instructing me to send them to Augusta after they 
had rested here a little from their Fatigue of March* & 
signifying to me the Gov rs pleasure that I should also 
dispatch off my own Recruits & any others that might 
be in this Town along with them under Command of 
Ensign Morgan. 

I have therefore sent the few Recruits belonging to 
Cap* Work & myself that are here at present with the 
above mentioned Party from Philad a under M r Morgan's 
Command & I have given him the necessary Instructions 
concerning his March & furnishing the Party with the 
Arms & Ammunition at Harris's. Inclosed you have a 
Roll of the Party, & also a Return of all the Men I have 
recruited, wherein you'll see that I have had the Mis- 
fortune of 2 Deserters from me, besides John Clark 
who I was just now informed deserted on his way from 
hence to Harris's 8 or 10 Days ago. I shall send adver- 
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tisement for them to Cap* Lloyd to be put in the Papers. 
There are several of Cap* Hambrights Recruits in & 
about the Town whom I ordered to hold themselves in 
readiness to march with M r Morgan, but they are such a 
parcel of Mutinous Dutch Rascals that several of them 
refuse to go without their own Captain, who they say 
ordered them to stay here till he came to town, others 
say they have not got their Cloathes or anything ready 
for march being but newly enlisted others of them say 
they did not enlist to go to Shamokin nor to be Com- 
manded by any Body but Cap* Hambright. I have 
threatened them several times to confine them in Goal 
& have them every soul of them punished for Mutiny. 
But all will not do, they seemed determined to act as 
they please. I have therefore concluded it most prudent 
to have nothing more to say to them & not to use any 
forceable or Military Expedients with them as it might 
hurt the Recruting Service but leave them till Cap* 
Hambright comes here from Philad a . I expect in 2 or 3 
days, & then I suppose he will march up all his Recruits 
himself it being the Gov rs pleasure that they should go 
up to you as soon as possible. I hear he has enlisted 50 
or 60 in all. 

Cap* Lloyd desires me to remind you of ordering as 
many Arms to be replaced at Harris's as M r Morgan's 
Party will take from thence. I hope to hear soon what 
is the Resolution of the Commissioners with regard to 
Recruiting Expences. 

M r Geo. Ross tells me they told Cap* Hambright they 
would allow him but 1/2 per 1/8 Man, if so we shall all 
be suffering by the Recruiting Service w oh is now attended 
with the greatest Difficulty, I shall know more of this 
when I see him. 

Yesterday I had the pleasure to receive your very 
affectionate Lett r of y e I s * Inst, informing me of your 
attempts against the insulting Indians. I think your 
Measures were as prudent as could possibly be used & 
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am very sorry they did not meet with the Success you 
deserved. I thank you for your Liberty for me to go to 
Philad a I did not doubt of your ready acquiescense in 
such a thing. I don't know when my Recruiting Busi- 
ness will permit me, or make it necessary for me to go 
there, I am not willing to go till I have some suff* Pre- 
tence, tho' the Gov r told me he should be glad to see me 
at Philad\ My Lord Loudoun has not yet sailed & he 
is extreamly impatient to hear of the English Fleets 
arrival at Halifax. I imagine the Expedition will be to 
Quebeck. 
My Compl* 3 &c. 

Yrs. &c J. S. 

Lancaster 9 th June 1757. 
Dear Sir. 

I received a letter from Cap tn Jameson last night in- 
forming me of his being laid up with the small Pox at 
Nelsons Ferry about sixteen miles from hence, & I am 
just going to mount Howe to accompany the Doctor to 
see him. I have therefore only time to inclose you an 
Advertisement for 2 Deserters which I beg you'll be 
pleased to put into Franklin's Paper. I am told that 
John Clark has inlisted into Gen 1 Otways Regim*. 

Ensign Morgan marched yesterday morning from hence 
with a party of twenty seven Recruits for Augusta I sent 
all Capt n Works & my Recruits that were in Town w oh 
amounted to only 10. Capt n Hambright writes me he 
will be here to-day & that he has some Instructions from 
the Gov r concerning his own Recruits. Capt n Work & 
Sare Recruiting here with poor success we have I think 
each of us but 10. I should be glad to hear from you. In 
the meantime assure yourself that I am with respect. 
D r Sirs your affectionate 
Humble Serv* 

Joseph Shippen Jr. 
To Cap* Tho 8 Lloyd. 
Vol. xxxvi.— 28 
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Lancaster 14 th June 1757. 
Dear Brother. 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the Receipt of 
your affectionate Favours of the 3 d & 8 th Inst, with the 
Treaty & Exercises & I am very thankful for your kind- 
ness & readiness to furnish me with the necessary's I 
wrote for & the particular Care you take abo* the swords. 
I just now received the Drum. All our officers up this 
way find it difficult to recruit Men, the Country is almost 
drained by the Recruiting Officers on the Establishment. 
The Commissioners too discourage the service by allow- 
ing the officers, no more than }4 per 75 for each Recruit, 
w ch is far from being nearly sufficient to defray the Ex- 
pences w ch are absolutely necessary unavoidable in en- 
listing men at such a time as this. 

Atlee says he received your Instructions for Writs 
ag* Baughman & Betz, & they are issued. My Father has 
received the Letter from M r Scott. My kind Love to 
Sister Peggy & the little children 
I am most sincerely 

Your affectionate Brother 

Joseph Shippen. 

To EDW d Shippen Jr. 



Lancaster 16 th June 1757. 
Dear Brother 

My Last to you was dated the 7 th Inst, since w ch I have 
recruited six Men, at the Fair of w eh yesterday was the 
last day. Cap* Lloyd & Lieut. Clarke came here to try 
for some Recruits at this publick a time M r Clarke I 
think enlisted five while the Fair lasted. They left this 
Town yesterday afternoon. Four Days ago Cap* Ham- 
bright arrived here with his Recruits & yesterday morn- 
ing we sent them off together with two of your own seven 
of mine, seven of Cap* Works & 2 of Cap* Jamesons w ch 
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in all amounted to 60 Men. Cap* Hambright is to over- 
take them between this & Harris's & to march them up 
to Fort Augusta. I have sent up Andrew King a Prisoner 
under the Care of the Party & delivered the Fuzee he 
deserted with to Cap* Hambright, who will set off this 
afternoon. Poor Cap* Jameson lays with the small Pox 
near Nelson's Ferry at Rob* Stevensons 18 miles from 
henoe I took a ride down there to see him last Week the 
Pox was then just broken out & they were pretty thick 
on him, but the Doct r says they were of the Distinct 
Sort & I hope he will do well. Cap* Davis (I am sorry 
to hear) has also taken the small Pox & lays very ill with 
it, Cap* Lloyd says he will go & see him after he gets to 
Philad\ I have wrote to my Brother for every thing we 
shall want with regard to Stores &c. & he will send them 
to me f first opportunity. I desired him also to get you 
a handsome fashionable sword & one for Ensign Scott, 
& he writes me thus — 

"Stephen Paschall is the only Man in Town who makes 
Sword Blades, & he is so busy in making Scythes & Sickles 
for Harvest that he says he cannot make any Blades for 
a month or two. However I have since met with two 
English Blades and have employed young Phil Syng to 
make the Handles, they are to be fluted not chased, the 
latter being quite out of fashion. I am affraid no Mor- 
rocco Belts are to be bought, but I shall keep a good 
Look out. One of the swords will cost ab* £10. the other 
about £8.10 without the Belts." 

My Lord Loudoun still waits with three Men of War 
& upwards of 80 Transports at New York With 4 Regi- 
ments & 2 Battalions of the Roy 1 Americans & will sail 
immediately upon advice of the Arrival of the Fleet from 
Europe which consists of 16 Ships of the Line & 200 Trans- 
ports with 12 Regiments on board. We have no other 
News but what you'll find in the Papers. Little Allen 
is got bravely thro' the small Pox & pretty little Polly 
has taken the Infection, but not yet broke out with it. 
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Daddy, Mammy, Sister & all the Family desires their 
Love to you. I am very affectionately 
Your loving Bro r 

Joseph Shippen. 

The Commissioners have agreed to allow the Officers 
for the Expences in Recruiting no more than half a 
Dollar for each Recruit. 

To Major Burd at Fort Augusta. 

Lancaster 24 — June 1757. 
Dear Sir. 

I wrote you tother day p Mathew M°Coskry your 
Recruit. 

I have examined into the Matter concerning Conrad 
Pfeils Enlistment, & find that he was not fairly or prop- 
erly enlisted. Henry Hambright gave him 4 pes of 8/8, 
but received them back again immediately after, so that 
I could not think it just to confine him as a Deserter 
especially as the Young Fellow came to Town of his own 
accord & went to Church as usual. However I have since 
after a good deal of persuasion regularly enlisted him. 

George Hoover is still here & I had some thoughts of 
send 8 him to Hunters but knew not whether any officer 
was there to receive him. I should be glad if you would 
inform me when you expect the Battoes will be at Hunters, 
that I may know when to send up the few Recruits that 
Cap* Work & I have here & those that may be sent up 
by Cap* Lloyd. I have but 5 Recruits in Town & Cap* 
Work (who is not returned from Philad a ) but 2 or 3 be- 
sides 2 Deserters in the Goal. The Business goes very 
dully. I propose (after Cap* Lloyd sends his Recruits 
here & I have dispatched them off with Mine &c. to 
Hunters) to go to Philad a . I have not heard from poor 
Cap* Jameson since you left this Place. My L d Loudoun 
is at last actually sailed, by w ch tis supposed the English 
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fleet is arrived. It is reported that we have taken two 
french 74 Gun Ships & 12 Transports in the Medeter- 
ranean this News is said to have been written by Gov 
Thomas to my L d Loudoun. 

It would give me a pleasure to hear from you f> first 
opportunity. I am 

D r Sir Your affection 6 Friend 
& very hum Serv* 

Joseph Shippen. 
To Lieut Dan 1 Clarke. 

Lancaster 24 June 1757. 
D r Sir. 

I am favoured with Yours of Saturday last concerning 
the Desertion of Serj* Billings, its very probable the 
Rascal may be taken up, as you advertized him so soon, 
for w ch I return you thanks. 

Cap* Hambright sat off from Hunt" on Tuesday 
Morn 8 with the Battoes for Augusta, where I suppose 
they will arrive to Night. I imagine the Major will send 
the Battoes down again immediately as the River must 
now be favourable from late Rains, And I should be 
glad if we could get a party of Recruits ready to go up 
with them. Perhaps if you were to dispatch off those you 
have at Philad a they might reach Hunters time enough. 
Cap* Work & I have but 7 or 8 to join them, perhaps we 
may have more by the time Yours arrive here. 

Lieu* Clarke has wrote to you from Harris's & I refer 
you to him for all the news Col° Stanwix has received 
concerning the Motions of the Enemy towards this 
province, or to the Bearer Jemmy Gibson (apprentice to 
M r Andrew Elliot) who can relate all the late Intelligence 
of them. I have not received my Letter from the Major 
since I had the pleasure to see you here, nor have I heard 
from Cap* Jameson. I am 

D r Sir Your affectionate hum 1 Serv*. 

To Cap* Tho 9 Lloyd. J. Shippen. 
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Lancaster 24 th June 1757. 
Dear Brother 

Yesterday I received the Favour of your Letter of the 
20 th Inst, with the Cags of Stores to John Spore in good 
order, & am very thankful to you for the particular Care 
& pains you have taken. It will be impossible to raise 
the additional 200 Men these 4 Months unless the As- 
sembly or Comrn 8 follow the Example of the Jerseys in 
giving a very large Bounty. 

I sent you tother day a Letter from Lieu* Clark con- 
cerning the Motions of the Enemy to the Westward, 
And Last night the Bearer Jemmy Gibson (apprentice 
to M r And. Elliot) came here from Carlisle, & says that 
on Tuesday night an Express arrived there with Letters 
to Col Stanwix from Winchester acquainting him that 
the Enemy had altered their Route having left General 
Braddock's Road & crossed thro' the Country to the 
Penns a Road cut by M r Burd, that they were last seen 
by different scouting Parties within fifteen miles of Rays 
Town. 

This Intelligence determined Col° Stanwix not to move 
from Carlisle w ch he had intended to do the next morn 8 
for Fort Cumberl d & so the Waggons were all discharged 
immediately, But he dispatched off 2 Companies of Col° 
Armstrongs Battalion to Fort Littleton with orders to 
destroy it & bring away all the Provisions & Stores to 
Fort Loudoun. 

I have not time to be more particular & refer you to 
Jemmy Gibson. 

My Love to Peggy & my little Nieces &c 
I am D r Bro r 

Yours very affectionately 

Joseph Shippen. 

To EDW d Shippen Jr Esq. 
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Lancaster 27 June 1757. 
Dear Brother. 

Last night Cap* Work arrived here from Philad a with 
14 Recruits sent by Cap* Lloyd to w eh I have joined 1 of 
your Recruits left here f M r Clark 2 of Cap* Lloyd's, 6 
of my own, & 4 belonging to Cap* Work besides 2 Pris- 
oners for Desertion in all the party consists of 28 Men 
which Cap* Work is to march in the morning early for 
Fort Halifax, where he has the Governor's orders to take 
post, & to detain there 10 Men of this Party as a Rein- 
forcement to his Garrison, the remainder of the Party 
are to march to Fort Augusta. A List whereof you have 
inclosed. Cap* Work tells me the Commissioners have 
now determined not to allow the officers any thing for 
Recruiting Expences, and I propose to go to Philad a in 
2 or 3 days in order to get a supply of Money from the 
Comm rs & to learn of them the grand & secret Art of 
recruiting without putting the Province to the charge of 
sixpence. 

Sir John St.Clair & Cap' Young passed thro' this 
Town yesterday for York & Carlisle. The latter of them 
told me He believed I should be ordered up immediately 
to Augusta, & that he advised the Gov r to send up All 
the Captains, his Reason for this is because we have 
Intelligence that a Body of French & Indians are near 
Rays Town on their March to our Frontiers, but I ask'd 
him who must recruit the Regiment? & what would it 
signify for so great a number of Officers to be at Augusta 
without half their Complement of Men? he told me some 
different Method must be fallen upon to compleat the 
Regiment. 

I have not received any of your Favours but that of 
the I s * June, but hope to have the pleasure of hearing 
from you in a day or two. I have sent you fi Capt* Work 
a p r of green Spectacles 2 Sticks of Sealing Wax & 4 spoon- 
fuls of best flat Turnip seed, as I imagine you have not 
more at Augusta than will sow one Acre they tell me 4 
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spoonfuls should go to an Acre. I hope the Garden 
flourishes well & that Yourself & the other Gent" are 
feasting with the fruits thereof. 

Your Sword is not yet come from Philad a I inclose you 
the Papers & the Plattoon Exercise. My Lord Loudoun 
certainly sailed from N. York on Monday last with a 
fleet of 90 Transports, it's said that a Vessel appeared off 
N. York Bay & hoisted a particular signal & in 3 hours 
after the Fleet sailed. 

Little Allen & Polly are got bravely thro' the Small Pox. 
All the Family send their Love to you. I am with my 
Complim ts to M r Bard & All the Genl n Officers. 
Very sincerely 

Your very affectionate Brother 

Joseph Shippen Je 

To Maj f Ja 8 Bued. 

Lancastee 29 th June 1757. 
D r Sie. 

It gives me the greatest pleasure to hear of your happy 
Recovery from the small pox & your safe Return to York, 
as I am informed by Paul Harbourn. 

Cap* Work arrived here last Sunday with 14 Recruits 
belonging to Cap* 3 Lloyd & Trump to which Work & I 
joined as many more & he marched them from hence 
yesterday morning for Fort Halifax where he is ordered 
by the Gov r to take his Post & to detain 10 of his Party 
there as a Reinforcement to his Garrison & the rest to be 
marched to Augusta with the first Escort. Cap* Work 
says the Commissioners told him they had determined 
not to allow the offic ra any thing for Recruiting Expences. 
I intend for Philad a in a day or two to get more money & 
to learn of those wise Gent n the impenetrable secret & 
Method of Recruiting without Expences. 

M r Clark writes me from Harris that on Thursday last 
the Cattle Guard at Augusta consist 8 of a Serj* Corporal 
& 12 men were fired at near the Spring by a number of 
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Indians, when 4 of our men were killed & 5 wounded; 
two of them were scalped, they were prevented from 
scalping the others by two of the Waggon Guards who 
immediately on hearing the firing ran to the Place & 
fired at the Indians which made them retreat. A Party 
from the Port pursued them but to no purpose. They 
supposed the Number of the Indians were 40. M r Clark 
then writes thus — The Major I understand had intelli- 
gence that about 60 Warriors were seen 60 miles up the 
North Branch, he has sent Cap* 3 Hambright & Patter- 
son with a pretty large party in quest of them. I have 
not rec'd a Letter from the Major since I saw you at M r 
Stevensons. 

I have recruited since I left Augusta twenty-two men, 
w ch w* h those I had before make 29, whereof 5 or 6 have 
deserted. 

I have now only to assure you 
D r Sir I am 

Your affectionate Friend 
& very hum 1 Serv* 

Joseph Shippen Jk. 

To Cap* David Jameson. 



Lancaster 10 July 1757 

Sunday 9 o'clock A. M. 
D r Sir. 

On Friday Morning I arrived here, In the afternoon 
Lieut. Clarkeson Came to Town from Harris's & informed 
me that the Party with the Battoes left Hunters two 
Days before for Augusta, & he imagines from the present 
State of the River another Party will be down at Hunters 
by Wednesday next, so that I hope I shall meet with 
no Delay on my March to Augusta by waiting for an 
Escort. 

I expect your Recruits will arrive here to-day and I 
intend to march them on Tuesday morning with four of 
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my own 3 of Cap* Works, 1 of Cap* Jameson's, & 3 of 
Cap* Davis's who were left on the Road by his Serj* as 
theyhad Blisters on their feet & could not march I found 
one of them at the White Horse, one at the Waggon & 
the other here. I have ordered the two former to join 
your Party on their march up. The rest of Cap* Davis's 
Recruits marched up with the last Party, but I under- 
stand he is still at Harris's as he was not fortunate enough 
to arrive there before the Party was gone. 

Be pleased to make my Complim* 8 Accepable to M rs 
Lloyd & y r pretty little son — I am D r Sir 
Your most obed* hum 1 Serv* 

Joseph Shippen Jr. 

To Cap* Lloyd. 



Lancaster 10 th July 1757. 

Sunday 10 o'clock P.M. 
D r Sir. 

This Evening I was favoured with yours of the 8 th 
Ins* fJ Boon Penny, immediately upon his arrival with y r 
Recruits & 2 belonging to Cap* Davis that were left on 
the Road. 

I think it necessary to give them one Day's Respite 
here from their Fatigue in Marching & I have provided 
them good Quarters. I shall join them with the 9 Re- 
cruits that are here & march with them on Tuesday 
Morn g early for Hunters, where I hope to meet with a 
Party & the Battoes from Augusta. Major Burd in- 
forms me by Letter of the I s * Inst, that he intends to re- 
place the Arms at Hunters & order an officer there to 
receive the Recruits &c. 

Please to give my Compliments to his Hon r the Gov. 
&c. ' IamD r S r 

Your affectionate hum 1 Serv* 

Joseph Shippen Jr. 

To Cap* Lloyd. 
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Fort Augusta 26 July 1757. 
D r & H d Sir. 

I have the pleasure to inform You that I arrived here 

safe on Wednesday the Inst, with a fleet of 14 

Battoes loaded with Provisions & found the Major & 
the other officers enjoying all the Comforts of Health 
Contentment & Harmony of Life. I was agreeably sur- 
prized to see the great Quantity of different sorts of Work 
done here since I have been on the Recruiting Service, 
considering the small Number in Garrison during that 
time. The Parapets of Earth are now cutt down to their 
proper slope & Depth in the Ditch, & one half of them 
round the Fort are covered over with green sods (w oh we 
hawl a q r of a mile) & exhibits a very beautiful appear- 
ance. It is impossible to conceive what a Quantity of 
work & labour has been performed here nor how much 
yet remains to be done. All our Soldiers Hands are 
continually employed about a Variety of Business under 
the Superintendance of the Officers. 

The Battoes are just setting off for Hunters & I hope 
by the Return of them to receive my Drum & the Cyder. 
Major Burd now sends down on the Recruting Service 
(in the Room of the Captains ordered up) Lieu ts Gar- 
raway Atlee & Ensigns Scott & Allison, if any of them 
should go through Lancaster I should be glad if you 
would take a little notice of them thro' I believe they will 
make no delay there. Captain Lloyd behaved himself 
very well to me when I was in Philad a phaps it might not 
be amiss to ask him to take pot-Luck with you on his 
Return through Lancaster, & shew him your Counte- 
nance. When you write to my Bro r Neddy be pleased to 
remember my kind love to him, Sis tr Peggy & the Chil- 
dren. I am with my Love & Returns of Gratitude to 
Mammy for her Marks of Affection. Love to Sister, 
M ra Gray Miss Patty & the pretty Children. 
D r Sir your very affectionate 
& dutiful Son 

Joseph Shippen. 
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Fort Augusta 10 Aug* 1757. 
Dear Sir. 

By the last Battoes I had the pleasure to receive your 
Favour of the 19 th Ulto. with the Barrel of Cyder & 
Drum in good order. 

I observe my Bro r has sent you the 2 pes of Linnen to 
whom be pleased to remember my Love. I have been 
lately troubled with an ugly Inflammation in my throat 
which gave me much pain for 5 or 6 days, & prevented 
my swallowing any thing but Liquids, & those with 
difficulty, but I am now quite recovered. 

Our Garrison which at present consists of 380 men 
includ g the 3 Companies from Col Weiser is very sickly, 
out of that number 60 are now ill with bad Fevers which 
have reduced many of them to meer Skeletons, tho' 
none have as yet died. I shall be as careful of my Health 
as possible. 

I have seen the Gazette of the 21 st Ulto wherein I had 
the pleasure to read the Agreeable News of the King of 
Prussia's great Victory over the Austrian Army & the 
Arrival of my Lord Loud n & part of the English Fleet at 
Halifax w ch gave us all here great joy & I hope by the 
Return of the Battoes (w oh will set off early in the Morn- 
ing for Hunters) to be acquainted by a Letter from you 
with the Arrival of the whole — and may God prosper his 
Majestie's Arms every where. 

I take notice of D r Shippen's paragraph to You about 
my obtaining a Commission on the Establishment w ch I 
think is not easy to be done as there are so many Volun- 
tiers in Lord Loudoun's Army to be first provided for. 
I return my good Uncle thanks for his Wishes for my 
promotion. But I can't say further on this head till I 
hear from you, as you have wrote to him for a full Ex- 
planation of it. My kind Love to Mammy, Sister & all 
our Good Family individually — I am with the greatest 
Esteem D r Sir 

Your very affectionate son 

Joseph Shippen J r . 
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Fort Augusta 23 d Aug* 1757 
D r & HON d Sir. 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the Receipt of 
your Favours of the 30 th Ulto. & 1 st 7 th 9 th & 14 Inst. 
With the Papers & Byngs Trial, I have also received the 
Cag with 13 check & 7 white shirts, w ch last are a little 
stained with the Current Jelly the Bottle having been 
broken by the carelessness (I suppose) of the Battoemen 
in removing the cag & handling it roughly. However I 
imagine the stains will wash out. I observe M rs Hart's 
Acco* of mak g the shirts &c amount to thirty shillings, 
w ch Sum I have now inclosed you to pay her. 

Since my last of the 10 th Inst. I had two Fits of the Ague 
& Fever, but I threw it off immediately with the assistance 
of a vomit & a few doses of the Bark, & agreeable to your 
advice I shall continue to take more as a preventative, I 
thank God I never was in better Health than I am at 
present tho' sickness prevails much in the Garrison. 

As to Hugh Crawfords obtaining an Ensigney in this 
Regiment he may possibly do it with the assistance of 
M r Peters; but it does not suit the Major to recommend 
him, he having several months ago wrote to the Gov r in 
Fav r of Barney Hughes's Bro r who, notwithstanding he 
had the promise of a Commission, has not yet received 
one tho' there has been three Vacancys these 5 months. 
The Gov r indeed as Cap* Young informed me don't chuse 
to be pressed to these Things. 

The melancholly news of the loss of that important 
Fortress W m Henry is exceedingly shocking to us as it 
was the most advanced Post in the British Colonies, & 
an advantageous Barrier to the Province of New York. 
Fort Edward I am affraid will fall next & then Albany & 
if Mountcalm should continue successful in his Progress 
so far, what Force have we left to resist or impede his 
motions towards New York and making himself Master 
of that Metropolis at a time when my Lord Loudoun is 
employ 6 the chief Part of his Army at too great a Dis- 
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tance to give it any Relief & the few Troops he left be- 
hind for the security of the Colonies in his absence are 
entirely defeated. But this opens too disagreeable a 
scene to dwell upon & therefore I shall wave the subject 
& hope for better things & more happy Prospects. 

You mention the necessity of my being present at the 
Tryal of the Cause with M r Hockley & that my brother 
Neddy is to inform You whether it will come on next 
Month, I should be glad if you could acquaint me with 
the Certainty of this 1$ the first opportunity, that I may 
prepare for my going down in time. It would be proper 
too that I should have the Gov r ' B Liberty for this, as the 
Major can't quite consistent with his Duty grant me 
Leave of absence so soon after the Governor thought it 
necessary to order me to my Post. The Major & I think it 
would be best for you to write to my Bro r to speak to M r 
Allen to obtain the Gov rs Liberty in case the Tryal comes 
on. But if I should not receive an Answer from his Hon r 
time enough, the Major will nevertheless permit me to go 
down that you may not be disappointed of My Evidence. 

As to what you say with respect to a Partnership with 
my Brother, it will be quite agreeable to me if everything 
can be settled to our minds I have inclosed a Letter to 
him upon this Head to w ch I refer you. My Love to 
Mammy & every Body round her plentiful Table. I 
heartily congratulate my Sister on her safe Delivery of a 
Daughter. I am with a sincere filial Esteem D r Sir 
Your very affectionate & dutiful son 

Joseph Shippen J r . 

Foet Augusta 23 d Aug* 1757. 
Dear Brother. 

Since my arrival here I have often thought of the 
Proposal you made when I had the pleasure of seeing you 
last in Philad a about joining in a Partnership to carry on 
the Mercantile Business. This is now mentioned to me 
by my Father in his Letter of the 7 th Inst, as a Thing 
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equally agreeable to him & Yourself. Indeed it was 
ever my Inclination to apply myself to that Business 
nor had I any thoughts of entering into a Military Life, 
till our good Friend Gov 1 Morris unexpectedly honoured 
me with a Commission and tho' I had several Induce- 
ments to accept of his Favour with Chearfulness, I have 
not the same now to continue in a service so unthankful 
as this I am in & where there is little prospect of Honour 
Preferment or Happiness, Your proposal therefore of 
entering into Partnership is perfectly agreeable to my 
Choice, if it is possible for us to make up a Stock suffic- 
ient for a Beginning & other Circumstances will answer. 
If Shippen & Lawrence's Cause with M r Hockley comes 
on next month, I shall in all probability be in Philad a 
to give my Evidence in the Trial when I can deliver you 
my thoughts more explicitly upon this subject. In the 
meantime believe me to be with my kind Love to Sister 
Peggy & my pretty Nieces. 

Your very affectionate Brother 

Joseph Shippen J r . 
To EDW d Shippen J r Esq. 

Fort Augusta 1 st Dec r 1757. 
Dear & HON d Sir. 

I had the pleasure last night to receive your Favours of 
the 23 d & 24 th Ulto. by the Battoes, with the 2 Books, your 
Matrass, the Blanket Tent &c. for which I am very thankful. 

I rejoice to hear of your safe arrival at Lancaster, 
that you found Mammy sister & all the good Family 
well; I dare say they were agreeably surprized at your 
speedy Return. I have often reflected with pleasure on 
the favourableness of the season in our Expedition to 
Wyoming, especially on your Acco* As otherwise your 
Health might have been much injured tho I am glad to 
confess you are happy in the preservation of a Constitu- 
tion more capable of enduring Fatigue & Hardships 
than most People of your age. 
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M r Carson arrived here with the Battoes w oh brought 
up his Goods, they received a Little Wet occasioned by 
the sinking of one of the Battoes. He lodges with us till 
the Store House is put into compleat order, it will be 
finished in a day or two; & he will be exceedingly well 
accommedated. 

The Major will shew M r Yeates all the Favour & 
Countenance in his Power, as M r Allen has strongly 
recommended him to his notice. 

He has rec'd a Letter from M r Peters but none yet from 
the Gov r concerning leave of Absence — but M r Peters 
apologizes for it. I take particular notice of what you 
say concerning Ind ns that may come here under pretence 
of Trading to do us mischief. I am with Love to all 
round the Fire side — in w ch the Major joins me — 
Your affec 6 & Dutiful son 

Joseph Shippen 

Foet Augusta 12 th Decern 1 1757. 
Dear & HON d Sir. 

Last night Cap* Hambright arrived here with the 
Battoes & bro* 50 Barrels of Flour, but no Rum for the 
Garrison, a Necessary Article for the Soldiers especially 
at this Season, M r Croston not having provided any at 
Hunter's. As we have not a sufficient Store of Flour for 
the Winter notwithstanding all our Endeavours, the 
Battoes will be hurried off to morrow for another Cargoe, 
though I am very doubtful that the season will permit 
them to make a Trip now, as we may reasonably expect 
Ice in the River every Day. 

Our Soldiers frequently desert, I impute this chiefly 
to their Want of Winter Clothing, which makes their 
Duty the more severe. 

We have been these several months in Expectation of 
receiving Cloathes from Philad a as we have made Stop- 
ages agreeable to the Gov" Orders from those Soldiers 
who were mustered by Cap* Young in September last to 
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pay for the same. Since w ch time a number of Recruits 
have joined the Regiment who are almost naked & for 
whom we have received no Pay at all. The Stopages in 
our hands will not amount to one third of the Price of 
Cloathing necessary for the Regiment. But if we had as 
much of their Pay in our hands as would purchase their 
whole Cloathing it would not be in our Power to do it 
this Distance from Philad a even if we had the Governor's 
Permission. 

Besides the above mentioned Stopages there are now 
three Months Pay due to three quarters of the Soldiers 
of this Regiment. And if we don't receive their Cloathing 
or their Pay very soon, we expect a great many of them 
will desert the Service, notwithstanding all our Efforts 
to the Contrary. 

Since you left this Place, several Indians have come 
here with a few Skins & have traded with M r Carson; 
they seem well pleased with the cheapness of the Goods, 
but some of them insist that 20 d p ft for fall & 2/ for Summer 
Skins is not enough, as they say they bear a greater price at 
Bethlehem. However upon the whole they are contented. 

Teedyuscung's Son & two other Indian Warriour's 
whom Major Burd sent the latter End of Octob r to the 
Ohio to bring off a french Prisoner, arrived here this morn- 
ing, having met with no success — they say they fired upon a 
small party of French who were cutting Logs in the woods 
at Venango, but missed them & the french retreated to the 
Fort, they report several other things not worth mention 8 . 

Fort Augusta 2 d Jan y 1758. 
Dear Brother. 

This is the first opportunity I have had of writing to 
you since you left us, on acco* of the Severity of Weather. 
But for these last six Days we have had a Continued Fog 
& warm rain w ch has caused a very great Thaw, insomuch 
that all the Ice in the River is driven down with high 
Fresh, and last night the Water began to fall, so that I 
Vol. xxxvi. — 29 
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am in great hopes Cap* Jameson will be able to sett off 
in a few days with the Battoes loaded with Flour never- 
theless I yesterday reduced the Garrison to an allowance 
of a pound f man having only about 18000 m in Store 

w ch will last us but weeks. 

We have had but few Working Days since your De- 
parture, however I believe we shall have the Pallisade 
Bastion closed in to Day, and the Carpenters are employed 
about the Centry Boxes. The Smiths have consumed all 
the Coals, but I hope we shall have another Kiln burnt 
this Week & then I intend they shall work at the Loch- 
aber Axes in both Shops, as the Gun-Smiths are able to 
do little else for want of new Files. 

Serjeant Bland died yesterday of the small-Pox & I 
fear Serj* Vantine will share the same Fate soon. 

Inclosed you have Duplicates of the Regimental Returns 
for the 1 st January 1758, & Report of Stores & Ammunition. 
Cap* Work has been very ill these three Weeks & 
thinks there is no probability of recovering his Health 
here, I have therefore upon his Application permitted 
him to go home for that purpose, but I expect he will 
return here as soon as he is capable of Duty. I fear Cap* 
Davis will be taken with the Small-Pox soon, & Ens n 
Allison continues ill. 

M r Bard setts off in the morning with Cap* Work in a 
Battoe for Harris's Ferry. 

I wait with hopes of a Letter from You soon with agree- 
able News concern 8 the Alterations the Gov r is making 
with respect to our Regiment & the other Troops. 

My love & many happy years to all the Family. I 
wish you all the Success & Happiness you can desire — & 
am D r Bro r 

Your's very Affectionately 

Joseph Shippen J r 
P.S. My Complimen* 3 to his 
Honor the Gov & M r 
Peters when you see them. 
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Fort Augusta 2 d January 1758. 
D r & HON d Sir. 

I was favoured with several of your Affectionate Let- 
ters two Nights before the Major left us, but I can't just 
now lay my Hands on them. 

I am sorry for the unfortunate Accident in the Academy 
between M r Smith & M r Allen's Sons. I hope the 
Consequence of the quarrel will teach that Gentleman 
to practice more Philosophy in his Discipline for the 
future. 

I believe Cap* Jameson has lent the small Book on 
Fortification you desired me to borrow for you to Cap' 
Mercer; however, I will ask him when he comes up with 
the Battoes which I hope will be in the Beginning of 
next Week. 

I should have been glad to have had the pleasure of 
tasting some of Mammy's good minced Pyes & enjoyed 
all your Companies with the Major at Christmas, but I 
must content myself with only having had the honour 
of feasting on a few Huckle Berry minced Pyes, made by 
the famous quondam Cook of the brave old General 
Blakeney, plain wholesome repast! 

I shall send down p M r Bard who will sett off early in 
the morning, a Draught of Part of the River Susquehan- 
nah to M r John Hughes with a Letter to him agreeable 
to my Promise when he was here. I desired M r Bard to 
shew it to you as he goes thro' Lancaster & then rowl it 
up in the same Manner again that it maynt receive any 
Damage in Carrying. 

I have only now to wish You, Mammy, Sister M r Burd 
& every one round the Fire Side a very happy New Year 
& hope I may have it in my Power to do so in long Suc- 
cession of Years to come. I am with great Esteem. 
D r Sir 

Your very affectionate 
& dutiful son 

Joseph Shippen J r 
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Fort Augusta 2 d Jan y 1758. 
Sir:— 

When I had the pleasure of seeing you here I promised 
to send you a Copy of a Draught of the North East 
Branch of Susquehanna as far up as Wyoming, which I 
made on our March from thence. But to recompense 
for the Neglect of my Promise so long, I have now sent 
it to you with an Additional part of the River from Har- 
ris's Ferry to Fort Augusta & up the North West Branch 
to the Great Island. The particular Courses of this 
latter part of the River I am affraid are not quite exact, 
having never been up that Branch to take them, Yet I 
believe the general Course may be nearly right, as I 
took pains to collect it from different intelligent Traders 
& the observations taken by some of our Officers, who 
made an Excursion to the Great Island with a Detach- 
ment of our Regiment in the Beginning of last Winter. 
But I am more confident of the Justness of the Courses 
from Harris's Ferry to Wyoming as I was particularly 
careful in observing them myself with the assistance of 
a good pocket Compass. 

I have delivered the Draught to the Care of M r Bard, 
who is going on Leave of Absence to Philad a . 

Major Burd left us the 18 Ulto by the Governors per- 
mission to see his Family. Since his Departure I have f 
his orders erected a good Pallisade Bastion at the pro- 
vincial Trading House, for the better Defence of it & the 
Adjacent Barracks we are carrying up. I wish you a 
happy New Year & a long Succession of them, & am 
respectfully — Sir 

Your most hum e Serv* Joseph Shippen. 

To: John Hughes Esq f . 

Fort Augusta 17 th January 1758 
Dear Sir. 

I had great Expectations of the pleasure of seeing 
you here with the Batteaux on Sunday Night or Yester- 
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day, as the Weather & River have been these several 
Days favourable for Battoeing, & I am much afraid the 
Season will not soon present us with so good an oppor- 
tunity. Our small store of Flour will be exhausted in a 
month at the allowance of one pound f! man, to which I 
have restricted the whole Garrison (as well as Indians of 
whom we have now 40 present) since the 1 st Instant, so 
that unless we receive a supply of that Article very soon, 
I shall be obliged to diminish the Number of Mouths 
here, by detaching a large Party to Hunter's or Harris's 
& reduce the remainder of the Garrison to % ft f man. 

I should therefore be glad to know as soon as possible, 
the Difficulties that attend your coming up with the 
Batteaux (having at the same time no reason to doubt 
your Diligence & Endeavours for that purpose). 

If you find it impracticable to collect a sufficient 
Number of Batteau men I could send down a party of 
50 men to join you, & you might then from your whole 
Detachment pick out as many tolerable Hands as would 
(with the few Batteau Men you may probably have) be 
able to work up 10 or a dozen Batteaux upon the present 
Emergency. Or if the Batteau Men should be unwilling 
to enter from an apprehension that they will not be paid 
for their services, I will faithfully promise to pay them 
for this trip out of my own Pocket, if the Province should 
refuse to do it. 

But while the River is favourable, or should there be 
other Obstacles to prevent the coming of the Batteaux, 
that cannot be removed. I should be glad You'd inform 
me 1* Express, and perhaps we may fall upon some other 
Expedient to supply the Garrison with Flour, before our 
Necessities are greater. 

The Uncertainty of the Weather & TJnfavourableness 
of the River generally in February & beginning of March 
are the Motives to my Anxiety upon this Occasion. If 
you think it necessary to dispatch an Express to me be- 
fore you are able to sett off with the Battoes, I beg the 
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Favour of you to send me the latest Papers & any Let- 
ters you may have for me. 

My Compliments to Mess rs Garraway & Patterson &c. 
& believe me to be 

D r Sir Your Friend & most humble Servant 

Joseph Shippen J r 
To Cap* David Jameson Commanding 
the Detachment at Harris's. 

Fokt Augusta 20 th Jan ry 1758. 
Dear Bro* 

I had the pleasure to write you the 2 d Ins* 1$ Bard, 
when I inclosed you the Return &c for the I s * Jan y 1758 
— Since which several small Parties of Delaware Indians 
have arrived here with skins to trade, among the rest 
came Old King Neutimus, Joseph & all their Family. 
And we have now 43 of them present. Job Chilloway 
came here tother Day from the Munsey Country at the 
heads of the Cayuga Branch above Diahoga, he was born 
& bred at Egg-harbour is a very sensible fellow & speaks 
the English Language perfectly well. From all the Cir- 
cumstances of his Conversation & Behaviour he appears 
to be a strict Friend to the English Interest, his releasing 
Armstrong's Wife from the Indians last Summer, & the 
prudent precaution he used in sending her here, is a con- 
firmation of my good opinion of him. 

He assures me that the only Indians on the Susque- 
hanna who are Enemies are those of the Munsey Nation, 
& they are determined to continue the War against the 
English, he says, he understood from some of the Indians 
when he came away, that a small Party of French were 
expected next month from Niagara to join a Munsey 
Captain & some of his Warriours, & that their Intention 
is to go towards the settlements near Delaware & to 
take an English Fort, situated at a place (called by the 
Indians) the Bending Hill, w oh we suppose to be Fort 
Allen — He informs me that last March he carried a parcel 
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of skins to the French at Niagara to purchase Cloathing 
for his Family, w ch meer necessity obliged him to do much 
contrary to his Inclination observing that the unhappy 
Indian War had put an End to the English Trade, that 
while he was at Niagara there were 5 officers & he com- 
puted the number of Soldiers to be not more than 150, 
who by his Discription of their appearance & Dress, are 
Regulars, that they mounted 45 pieces in the Fort, some 
of w ch were the Brass field pieces taken from Gen 1 Brad- 
docks which they intend in the Summer to send to Fort 
Frontenac, & that the Fort was strong & pretty large 
having in it a great Stone House 3 stories high where the 
Officers lived. He intends to return to the Munsey 
Country in a few Days in Order to bring away his Things 
in the spring & is determined to live among his Brethern 
the English w* h whom he has always enjoyed peace & 
Friendship. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that Cap* Jameson 
& Lieu* Garraway arrived here yesterday with 12 Bat- 
toes containing 6000 R Flour, 2 hogsheads of whiskey, 3 
Barrels of salt & 20 Bushels of Indian Corn for the Gar- 
rison besides a quantity for M r Carson's Store. 

In the morning I shall dispatch off Cap*-Lieu* Davis & 
Ensign M c Kee with a Party of 50 men in the Battoes to 
make another Trip if possible as the River is now open & 
favourable. I have restricted the Garrison to an allow- 
ance of one pound of flour f> man since the l 8 * January, & 
shall continue the same till Cap* Davies's Return with 
an additional supply. We have now in Store 17390* of 
Flour, 91481 ft Beef. Inclosed you have a List of Prisoners 
here for Desertion. I hope to have the pleasure of a 
Letf from you soon with an agreeable Acco* of success 
in your affairs. 

My Love to Daddy, Bro r & both the Good Families & 
am very sincerely 

Your affectionate Brother J. S. J r 

To: Major James Burd in Lancaster. 
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Lancastek 12 th June 1758 
Sib. 

I returned here last night from Shippensburg where I 
overtook Col Bouquet as he was setting out for Fort 
Littleton & he gave me orders that the Companies of 
Cap* 8 Jackson & Eastburn who are ordered to reinforce 
the Garrison at Fort Augusta, should escort thither the 
20 Bullocks at Harris's Ferry & intended for that Gar- 
rison & in case the other Bullocks expected at Harris's 
were not arrived an officer and 25 Men should be left 
there to escort them up — that the Companies of the new 
levies should not be at Carlisle before Thursday the 15 th 
Instant as the tents were not expected there till that 
time and that Blankets and Kettles must be provided 
before they can be encamped. I have therefore thought 
it necessary to inclose you a return of the Arms & Camp 
necessarys wanted for the Companies in the Back Coun- 
ties which the Commissioners were to have furnished. 
I wrote to the Cap* 8 M "Clung & Montgomery to march 
their Companies here immediately as I shall dispose of 
Cap* Noxens Company tomorrow Morning for Carlisle 
& Cap* Haslets in the afternoon that there may be room 
here for quartering other Companies w oh are expected, 
there are here also the Companies of Cap* Wells, Boyd, 
Clark, & Stone, which I shall order up to Carlisle in a 
succession one after another as they can find cover on the 
road, the chief of them having no Blankets. Cap* Noxen 
has not yet joined his Company w ch occasions an uneasi- 
ness & confusion among his Men, we hear he is confined 
in N. Castle Goal. Col e Burd's Battalion marched on 
Saturday last in good order from Shippensburg for Fort 
Loudoun he informs me that of the Garrison left at Fort 
Augusta there are about 50 Men at Fort Allen, 30 at 
Cap* Orndts Company & 12 Men at Fort Henry all 
good & Capable of marching this morning. Sir Allen 
M°Clean marched with the Highlanders for Carlisle for 
which place Cap* M c Clung's Company of the lower 
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Counties were ordered on Saturday last. I beg leave to 
make my Compliments to Major Halket & so have the 
honour to be with great Esteem Sir you most obed* &c 

J. S. J r 

P.S. M r W m Smith of this County tells me he has at 
Fort Augusta 150 Blankets to dispose of w ch he expects 
will be down at Harris's Ferry in 5 or 6 days. 

To General Forbes. 

Lancaster 23 d June 1758. 
Sir:— 

The night before last I was favoured with Your letter 
of the 20 th Instant ordering me to forward the new levies 
to Carlisle & leave partys at the different posts to serve 
as escorts thither, in consequence whereof I have or- 
dered Cap* Bills at Barney Hughes's 18 miles from hence 
with directions to furnish Escorts to Provision and store 
Waggons & Beeves passing towards Taffies & Harris's 
ferrys from whence they are to be escorted by partys at 
those Stations to Carlisle there are no other Companies 
to march from hence to Carlisle except Cap* Montgom- 
ery's which being unprovided with arms will proceed 
tomorrow morning with Cap* Landers's party at the same 
time I shall set out myself for that place pursuant to the 
Generals orders. Yesterday I received the two inclosed 
letters from Cap* Reed on the Frontiers of this Country 
which I thought my duty to transmit to the General. 
Cap* Reed has received orders to march to Carlisle but 
the present Incroachm* 8 of the Indians upon the Inhabi- 
tants in his neighborhood has prevented him from an 
immediate. Execution of those orders. 

I am very respectfully Sir 

Your most obed' Humb 1 Serv* 

J. S. J r 
To Major Halket. 
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Lancaster 15 th June 1758. 
Sir. 

I received the inclosed this evening by M r Hoops and 
I shall do my Endeavour to Comply with the Generals 
orders as far as they relate to myself but I find great 
difficulty in moving the new Levies out of this Town as 
the most of them are yet unprovided with Blankets 
without which they think it very unreasonable to be 
obliged to March late this afternoon with no small trouble 
I sent out of Town Cap* Boyd's Company without Arms 
or Blankets & one half of Cap* M c Clung's Company with 
both for Carlisle I detain the other half to Guard the 
King's Stores here; Cap* 8 Clarks & Stones Companies 
having no arms yet sent them. 

I am sir your most hum 6 Serv* 

Joseph Shtppen J r 

Major Lloyd is not yet returned here from Philad a . 
33 Waggons were appraised here to-day for the expedition. 
To Col 6 Armstrong. 

Lancaster 17 th June 1758. 
Sir. 

I did myself the Honor to write to you the 12 th Inst, 
on my coming back from Shippensburg, when I sent a 
Return of the Arms & Camp necessaries wanted for the 
new Levied Companies this Way, since which I have dis- 
patched off Cap* Noxons, Haslets, Well's & Boyds' Com- 
panies, & one half of Cap* M c Clung's to Carlisle, the other 
half of it I have detained here to guard the publick Stores, 
till another armed Company should come to relieve them. 

But as Cap* Biles arrived here with his Company to 
Day, I have just sent off that half Company to escort to 
Carlisle four Waggons (w ch came here this Morning with 
Lieu* Evans Party of Roy 1 Americans) Containing three 
hundred & seventy one Musquets Bayonets & Cartouch 
Boxes sent up for the use of the seven Companies raised 
in York & Cumberland Counties. 
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I have the pleasure to acknowledge the Receipt of 
your Letter of the 14 th Ins* f M r Hoops directed to Col° 
Armstrong or the Commanding officer here, to which I 
shall pay due obedience and I have forwarded it to him 
at Carlisle f* the same Conveyance. 

I beg Leave to acquaint you that I have met with a 
little Difficulty in moving some of the New Levies from 
this Place for Want of their Arms & Blankets &c. 

As Cap* Clarke's & Stones' Companies are just now 
compleat I have directed them to March for Carlisle to- 
morrow morning to which Place the four York County 
Companies are ordered by Colonel Armstrong. 

I have only now to assure You that I am with due 
Esteem & attention to your Commands 

Your Excellency's most obed* hum 6 serv' 

Joseph Shippen J r 

To His Excellency Brigadier General Forbes. 

•cr Lancaster 19 th June 1758. 

Honoured Sir. 

Since my Return last Week from Shippensburg where 
I overtook Col° Bouquet & received his Instructions about 
the marching of the new Levies to Carlisle; I have dis- 
patched thither the three Lower County Companys and 
those of Captains Haslet, Boyd, M c Clung, Clarke & 
Stone. The four Companies of York County were also 
ordered to Carlisle on Saturday last, and Lieu* Simpson 
carried up yesterday orders for Cap* Read's Company to 
march, So that the only Companies yet to be sent up are 
Cap* 8 Biles, Montgomery's & Walker's the two former 
are now here & I expect the latter will come in tomorrow. 
One of these I am to detain as a guard to the publick 
Stores here, & for Escorts to provision Waggons that 
may be going upward. On Saturday last I sent an Escort 
to Carlisle w th the four Waggons containing 371 Musquets 
& their Accoutrements for the Use of the seven Com- 
panies raised in York & Cumberland. 



460 Military Letters of Capt. Jos. Shippen. 

As M r Peters desires my Father to send your Honour 
a State of some of the new Levied Companies I have 
furnished him with a Copy of a Return of their Wants 
w ch I sent to the General last Week. 

Cap ta Blackwood & Bull being stationed at Reading & 
Fort Allen, I am at a loss to know whether they should 
be immediately ordered from those Posts to Carlisle. 

Inclosed is a Letter I just now received from Cap* Reed. 
I am with Great Esteem 

Your Honours most obed* humble Serv* 

To the H0N b,e J0SEPH SmPPEN Jl 

W m . Denny Esq 1- Governor. 

Carlisle 12 th July 1758. 
Dear Sir. 

I am favoured with your Letters of the 10 & 11 th Inst. 
°§ M r Davis with the agreeable news of the landing of 
the Army at Cape Breton & their possession of the Light 
House Battery. This the General has a particular acco* 
of which gives us all high Spirits & great hopes of further 
Success. I shall take care to recommend the shrub you 
speak of to the Sutlers as soon as I see them tho' there are 
none here except two or three transient ones, the chief of 
them being moved forward to Rays Town, for w ch reason 
I think the shrub is come up too late for Sale unless it 
was taken up by some Body along with the Army. 

We are daily sending off some of the Highland & pro- 
vincial Companies as Escorts to Waggons, a great part 
of the Artillery went off this morn g , & I suppose the 
General with the remainder of the Army here will move 
from hence in 4 or 5 Days. I have been extreamly hurried 
since the General's Arrival so that if I write very seldom, 
I hope you'll forgive me. 

The Dunkar people make a kind of small Wax Candle 
in Rolls, in form of a Roll of Tobacco, If you can find a 
Convenient opportunity I should be glad you would send 
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Me one of them, to serve me occasionally on our March, 
& a pair of brown Boot Stockings. 
My Love to Mammy &c. & our Friends in Philad a 
I am D r Sir 

Your very affection 6 & dutiful Son 
Joseph Shippen. 

Camp at Rats Town 16 Aug* 1758. 
Sir. 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the Receipt of 
your Letter with the Commissions for Major & Lieu* Col° 
for w ch I am extremely obliged to You. When I wrote to 
you about them from Carlisle I beg leave to assure you I 
did not mean to impute any neglect to you. I have shewn 
those Commissions to Col Bouquet w oh was my Duty to 
do that he might know my Rank in the Penn a Regiment 
with w ch he was pleased. I think it absolutely necessary 
to take them with me, as many Circumstances may require 
me to produce them before the Campaign is over. 

I find my Duty as Brigade Major keeps me continually 
employed & am therefore prevented from writing so 
frequently & fully to my Friends as I intended. 

It is very uncertain what number of Indians we shall 
have with us, it seems little Dependance can be put on 
any of them, I believe there have been about 150 Chero- 
kees at this Place since the Army first formed a camp 
here but they have all left us except abo* 25 of them, we 
have besides these, Hambus & 3 Delaware Warriours 
who came 2 days ago from Augusta, & 2 or 3 of the six 
Nations. And Col° Bouquet expects Cap* Bullen (a 
Catawba Cap*) with 30 of his Warriours to join us very 
soon, I understand they are to come from Winchester by 
the Way of Fort Cumberland. 

The Army here consists now of about 2500 men, ex- 
clusive of about 1400 employed in cutting & clearing the 
Road between this & Loyal Hanning, A great part of 
w ch I suppose by this time is finished, So that I am in 
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hopes we shall be able to move forward soon after the 
General comes up, who we hear is at Shippensburg on 
his Way up. Col° Montgomery with Part of his Batta- 
lion is with him, Col° Washington & 400 of his Reg* have 
not yet joined us, nor has any of Col° Byrd's (of Virginia) 
except 2 Companies. We have a good Stockade Fort 
built here with several convenient Store Houses, and our 
Camps are all secured with a good Breast-work & a 
small Ditch on the outside & every thing goes on well. 
Col° Burd desires his Complim* 8 to you — I am very 
respectfully D r Sir 

Your most obedient & hum e Serv* 

Joseph Shippen 
To RicH d Peters EsQ r . - 

Camp at Rays Town 19 th Sep* 1758. 
D r & HON d Sir. 

By an Express arrived this morning from Col Bouquet 
at Loyal Hanning, we have the following piece of dis- 
agreeable News. That Major Grant (of the High- 
land Reg*) having marched from thence with about 800 
men, proceeded as far as Fort DuQuesne, where he 
arrived the 15 th Ins* in the night time, with a view to 
surprize & Cutt off all the French & Indians that might 
be in the Out Houses about the Fort, & then draw out 
part of the Garrison into an Ambuscade, but unluckily 
he found no Body in the Houses & immediately set fire 
to & destroyed them & retired to the Woods about 14 of 
a Mile from the Fort, where he encamped that Night. 
Major Lewis being left behind a Mile & a half with about 
300 Men to form the Ambuscade. The French remained 
very quiet all this time in the Fort till about 7 in the 
Morning, when they rushed out with a very superior 
Body of Indians (supposed to be 1000) to attack Major 
Grant, who was disposed to receive them, & as they came 
through the cleared ground gave them a Fire, which 
killed a number of the Indians, as soon as the Enemy 
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had got into the Woods the Engagement became Warm, 
in which all the Officers & men behaved like Soldiers. 

Major Lewis after waiting a considerable Time & 
finding no appearance of a Retreat to his Ambuscade, 
marched up his Party in haste to sustain Major Grant & 
immediately joined warmly in the Action, which con- 
tinued till 11 o'clock. When our Troops being much 
diminished & broken & no hopes of Success left them 
were obliged to retire to our advance Post 10 Miles be- 
yond Loyal Hanning. Our Loss amounts to 22 Officers 
(out of 34) killed or Missing & 4 wounded & 273 men 
killed & 40 wounded. 

'Tis said (but how true I know not) that Cap* Bullet 
(of the Virgin 113 ) saw Major Grant (an Experienced & 
brave Officer) sitting in the Field after the Action & 
begged him to come away, but he resolutely refused, 
say 8 his Heart was broken & he could not survive the 
Loss of that Day, & it is supposed he is taken. Major 
Lewis fell very soon after his Party engaged. 

I enclosed you a Letter with the List of Officers killed 
& wounded &c. which I just now received from Loyal 
Hannon. We are assured a very considerable Number 
of the Enemy were killed. 

I cannot give you a more distinct Acco* at present 
from what I have been able to collect, as Many particu- 
lars cannot be yet ascertained to us. 

The Troops now breath nothing but Revenge & are in 
high Spirits. I hope we shall not be detained long here by 
the Want of Waggons, when a sufficient Number of them 
arrive here we shall push forward with all Expedition. 

The General is now in not a very good State of Health, 
but that will not prevent him from moving on. I am 
with my Love to our Family & Friends 
D r Sir 

Your affectionate son 

Joseph Shippen. 

To Edwaed Shippen Esq'. 



